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1 Introduction

RAN3 has recently agreed-in-principle two Stage 2 CRs introducing connected-mode inbound mobility for shared CSG and hybrid cells. These CRs introduce a new process, defined as “access check” [1]
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[2]. We believe that the term “access check” is unfortunate, because it uses a synonym to another well-established definition in our standards; therefore, it cannot be considered completely unambiguous. This paper proposes a better wording.
2 Discussion
The term “access check” defines “the process that checks whether a PLMN ID is the RPLMN identity or an EPLMN identity of the UE”; the definition is introduced in Rel-12 by [1] and [2]. In our specifications, the words “access control” are already used to define “the process that checks whether a UE is allowed to access and be granted services in a closed cell” [3]
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[4]. It is worth noting that “access control” and access check” are two very different processes, but their definitions differ only by one word which is a synonym [5]. This is unfortunate.
The wording in a new definition is arbitrary, but we should at least ensure that there is no risk for confusion with existing terms, especially if these are used to define totally different things. For this reason, we propose to change the definition wording from “access check” to “PLMN ID check”, according to the text proposals below.
Proposal: “Access check” should be reworded to “PLMN ID check” in the proposed text of Agreed-in-principle CRs [1] and [2].
2.1 Text Proposal for TS 36.300

3.1
Definitions
[Unchanged text omitted]
PLMN ID Check: The process that checks whether a PLMN ID is the RPLMN identity or an EPLMN identity of the UE.
10.5.1.2
RRC_CONNECTED

[Unchanged text omitted]

4.  PLMN Selection: If the target cell is a shared CSG/hybrid cell, the UE reports the subset of the broadcasted PLMN identities passing PLMN ID check and the CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising of the concerned PLMN identity and the CSG ID broadcast by the target cell. The source eNB performs PLMN ID check for the PLMNs reported by the UE and selects one if multiple pass the PLMN ID check. Finally the MME verifies the CSG membership according to the received CSG ID, the selected PLMN ID and stored subscription CSG information of the UE.
[Unchanged text omitted]

7)
The UE sends a measurement report including (E-)CGI, TAI, CSG ID and “member/non-member” indication. If the target cell is a shared CSG/hybrid cell, the measurement report also includes the subset of the broadcast PLMN identities that pass PLMN ID check and for which the CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising the cell's CSG ID and the respective PLMN identity.
[Unchanged text omitted]

2.2 Text Proposal for TS 25.467
3.1
Definitions

[Unchanged text omitted]

PLMN ID Check: The process that checks whether a PLMN ID is the RPLMN identity or an EPLMN identity of the UE.
5.9.2a
Connected Mode Inbound Mobility for CSG UEs to CSG HNBs or to Hybrid Cells

[Unchanged text omitted]

1.
The UE is triggered to send an RRC Measurement Report by the rules set by the UTRAN. The Measurement Report includes the Cell Identity, CSG id (if requested) of the target HNB as in TS 25.331 [25]. If the target cell is a shared CSG/hybrid cell, the measurement report also includes the subset of the broadcast PLMN identities that pass PLMN ID check and for which the CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising the cell's CSG ID and the respective PLMN identity.
[Unchanged text omitted]

3 Conclusions and Proposal
Introducing a new two-word definition where one is a synonym of a well-established definition can cause ambiguity, especially if the two definitions mean completely different things. We should make an effort to avoid this situation and find a better alternative. We believe the issue is solved with a simple rewording of the new definition, according to our proposal.
Proposal: “Access check” should be reworded to “PLMN ID check” in the proposed text of Agreed-in-principle CRs [1] and [2].
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