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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the LS (S2-133070). Based on the RAN3 discussions, RAN3 would like to provide following answers to the SA2 questions:

· Question 1: Based on which implementation-independent criteria can the RAN determine whether it experiences user-plane congestion?


Answer: There are no “implementation-independent criteria” that can let the RAN determine whether it experiences user-plane congestion. RAN3 would like to note that there is a set of eNB parameters specified in RAN specifications; however these parameters are not suitable to reflect the status of user plane congestion in an implementation-independent way. 
· Question 2: To enable that multiple congestion levels can be determined and reported to the Core Network while also ensuring the same severity level being reported by different RAN implementations in similar congestion situations, which implementation-independent criteria need to be configurable by operators in the RAN to enable the RAN to detect and derive the different severity levels of congestion?
Answer: As a consequence of answer 1, there are no implementation-independent criteria configurable by operators in the RAN to enable the RAN to detect and derive the different severity levels of congestion
RAN3 would like to clarify that “implementation-independent criteria” is understood by the group to be a set of one or more standardised criteria in the RAN that can unambiguously be used to determine a situation of congestion for all possible RAN implementations.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group:
ACTION: 
The above answers reflect the RAN3 current status. RAN3 kindly asks SA2 group to take above information into account and to keep RAN3 updated, if needed, on the progress of this work related to solutions/topics with RAN impacts.
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