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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT4 for the LS in C4-130415 informing on the new CT4 Work Item on eMBMS restoration procedure started in C4-130247.
RAN3 had a look at the CRs already agreed by CT4 as part of this work and RAN3 has started analysing the foreseeable impacts on RAN3 specifications. RAN3 would like to point out the required eMBMS restoration work requires SA2 attention. One impact discussed in RAN3 is the M3-flex issue, which was agreed by SA2 (S2-100790/ R3-100667). 
TS 23.246 states:

The list of downstream nodes of BM-SC and the list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs and SGSNs) of MBMS GW are achieved in the following ways: 

· The list of MBMS control plane nodes for MBMS GW will be sent from the BM-SC to the MBMS GW in the Session Start Request. 

This indicates that BM-SC determine the downstream nodes of MBMS-GW, i.e. MMEs and SGSNs. So it is possible that not all MMEs in a MME pool are used by the BM-SC for MBMS service. From this perspective, it does not make sense that MCE connect to all MMEs in a given MME pool.

Hence, MCE only connect to those MMEs which are indicated by BM-SC in Session Start Request message and do not need to be connected to all MMEs in a MME pool.
Before RAN3 continue the related work, RAN3 would like SA2 to be consulted regarding MCE connects to MMEs which are not indicated by BM-SC in MBMS Session Start/Update Request message. 
2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks CT4 group to consulate SA2 on the impact to MBMS architecture.
To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 group to evaluate whether it is ok for MCE connect to MMEs which are not indicated by BM-SC in MBMS Session Start/Update Request message.
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