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8.2
MBMS Session Start

8.2.1
General

The purpose of the MBMS Session Start procedure is to request the MCE to determine whether an MBMS E-RAB for an upcoming MBMS Session for a given MBMS Bearer Service can be accommodated by the E-UTRAN. The MCE is also requested to establish an MBMS service associated logical M3 connection. The MBMS Session Start procedure is triggered by the EPC (MME).

The procedure uses MBMS Service associated signaling.

8.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.2-1: MBMS Session Start procedure. Successful operation.

The MME initiates the procedure by sending an MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message to the MCE.

The MCE shall use the information in the MBMS E-RAB QoS parameters IE to determine whether the requested configuration can be accommodated within E-UTRAN.

If the “Time of MBMS Data Transfer” is included in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message, the MCE shall, if supported, take it into account for the synchronization of the corresponding MCCH Update instead of the “Minimum Time to MBMS Data Transfer”. The MCE shall ensure the eNB applies the MCCH update from the last modification period before this “Time of MBMS Data Transfer”.
The MCE may use the received Session Duration IE for optimizing resources but not to generate MBMS Session Stop messages based on an estimated end of session time derived from that session duration.
The MCE shall report to the MME, in the MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message the result of the requested MBMS E-RAB. 

The MCE shall establish or modify the resources according to the values of the Allocation and Retention Priority IE (priority level and pre-emption indicators) and the resource situation as follows:

-
The MCE shall consider the priority level of the requested session, when deciding on the resource allocation.

-
The priority levels and the pre-emption indicators may (individually or in combination) be used to determine whether the session has to be started unconditionally and immediately. If the requested session is marked as “may trigger pre-emption” and the resource situation requires so, the MCE may trigger the pre-emption procedure which may then cause the forced release of a lower priority session which is marked as “pre-emptable”. Whilst the process and the extent of the pre-emption procedure is operator-dependent, the pre-emption indicators shall be treated as follows:

1.
If the Pre-emption Capability IE is set to “may trigger pre-emption”, then this allocation request is allowed to trigger a pre-emption procedure.

2.
If the Pre-emption Capability IE is set to “shall not trigger pre-emption”, then this allocation request is not allowed to trigger a pre-emption procedure.

3.
If the Pre-emption Vulnerability IE is set to “pre-emptable”, then this session shall be included in the pre-emption process.

4.
If the Pre-emption Vulnerability IE is set to “not pre-emptable”, then this session shall not be included in the pre-emption process.

5.
If the Priority Level IE is set to “no priority” the given values for the Pre-emption Capability IE and Pre-emption Vulnerability IE shall not be considered. Instead the values “shall not trigger pre-emption” and “not pre-emptable” shall prevail.

-
The E-UTRAN pre-emption process shall keep the following rule: E-UTRAN shall only pre-empt sessions with lower priority, in ascending order of priority.
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