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1 Introduction

The SON WID [1] defines evaluation phase till RAN#54. This phase should allow RAN3 and possibly other WGs to investigate the applicability and value of objectives and use cases defined in the WID. Then, the result of the investigation should be informed to the RAN plenary and once it is approved, the second phase of the WI can start.

This paper proposed the work method for the evaluation phase.
2 Discussion
The evaluation phase defined in the SON WID is described in terms of expected outcome and scheduled time, but obviously does not address details of the work to be done. On the other hand, the deadline set for the completion of the evaluation phase is very ambitious, which makes it important to properly structure the work. 
The WID consists of 6 general use cases:

1) Mobility Robustness Optimisation (MRO) enhancements

2) Short stay and inter-layer ping-pong scenarios in intra-RAT and inter-RAT environments

3) Selection of the proper RAT based on QoS related information exchanged between RANs of different RATs.

4) Extensions to existing ANR mechanisms 

5) Further coordination between MRO and other traffic control mechanism (MLB or traffic steering) to provide necessary robustness of overall SON solution

6) Investigating and evaluating methods to verify the status of the cell’s radio resources (Self-Healing)

From the list, use cases 1, 2, 4 and 5 have already been addressed in RAN3 and the proposed scope of those use cases is rather aiming at extension or enhancement of the previous solutions. Use cases 3 and 6 are rather new to RAN3. Therefore, a deeper discussion to understand them well may be needed prior to the evaluation process. 
For all the use cases defined in the WID, their relevance for development of LTE and UMTS must be evaluated. Once this is confirmed, the precise objective for the solution is to be defined and benefits that can be derived from solving given problem need to be assessed. Possibly also the effort should be included in the analysis. Therefore, the selection of the use cases to focus on is proposed to be based on their relevance and expected benefits.
If the above approach is approved, the outcome of the evaluation phase can be a list of confirmed use cases with precise problems/objectives. Those problems will then be addressed in the second phase, once the update of the WID is approved.
Finally, recording of the decisions should be decided. The most straightforward option is to continue working with the existing internal SON TR (R3.023) used for Rel.10, but also summarising decisions from each meeting in a separate paper or recording decisions in the meeting minutes are possible. The method depends also on the assumed evaluation methodology: for example, if simulations are to be used in SON WI evaluation phase in more formalised way than before, their principles and later results need to be recorded, which is easier in a separate document.

3 Summary and proposal
The document proposes how to organise the work in the evaluation phase of SON WI. RAN3 should review these suggestions and either amend them, or confirm. The key proposals are:
1. The applicability of use cases 3 and 6 to RAN3 area of responsibility should be evaluated
2. Relevance of all the use cases is to be evaluated

3. For the use cases decided to be relevant and appropriate for RAN3’s competence, precise problem / objectives are to be defined and informed to RAN plenary
Additionally, RAN3 is requested to decide on the way to record the decisions.
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