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1   Introduction
In RAN3 the draft specifications are made available for reviews after CR implementation. However, this review process is "ad-hoc", there are no rules on who should do it and how it should be done. However, it is important to find and remove errors from new specifications, especially from ASN.1 code. For example, recently an ASN.1 error was found from a Rel-10 specification. A quick search revealed that this error had existed since Rel-8 (i.e., introduced almost three years ago) and later on it had propagated to Rel-9 and Rel-10 specifications.

2   Discussion
Despite all good intentions, CR implementation errors will happen also in the future. Moreover, CRs themselves may contain errors, and thus even a perfectly implemented CR may result in ASN.1 code which does not compile (as was the case with the example above). Therefore, a careful review of ASN.1 code is necessary.
It is proposed that:

1) Once draft specifications are made available for review, the MCC officer will publish a table which lists all specifications that have modified ASN.1 in them, and the rapporteur for each such specification.

2) The rapporteur should check that ASN.1 changes have been implemented correctly and that ASN.1 code compiles. If the rapporteur is not available to perform this task, someone else from rapporteur's company should do the check.

3) Review comments by other delegates are also welcome, but comments regarding ASN.1 have to be approved by the rapporteur.

4) After the rapporteur has approved the implementation, no further changes are allowed to ASN.1.

Note that this proposal only covers ASN.1 changes. If the group sees it appropriate, the same principle could also be extended to all draft specifications. However, the correctness of ASN.1 should have the highest priority and therefore this paper proposes to start the formal checks with ASN.1 only.

3   Proposals
It is proposed to adopt the principle presented in section 2. If agreed, the description of this process will be added to the next version of TR 30.531 (RAN3 Working Practises).















































































































































































































































































































3GPP


