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1
Introduction 

Alcatel-Lucent submitted a contribution (R3-111314) to RAN3 #72 where a change was proposed for the encoding of the generic Transparent Container in 36.413. The discussion on the paper was however postponed.
2
Discussion
When the generic Transparent Container was introduced in RANAP and S1AP the intention was to enable a generic handling in the CN for the different transparent containers that can be passed via the CN between RAN nodes. The CN should only see the generic Transparent Container (regardless of which RAN container that is included), and should only use the length field in order to find out the size of the value part that will be forwarded in CN messages. 

The introduction of the generic Transparent Containers in RANAP had to be done in a backwards compatible way. That is the information sent on the line after the introduction of the generic containers could not change compared to before, and the handling of the IE by the CN could not change. 

The encoded generic Transparent Container in RANAP messages has the following format “ID ID CC LL VV VV VV .....”. 

Where ID ID is the two octet IE-Id, and CC is the octet containing the criticality, and LL is the octet indicating the length or the value part “VV VV VV ...”.

The CN needs to use the length in order to know how large the value part of the generic Transparent Containers is, since the value part will be included as a transparent field in CN messages. 

The assumption in the Alcatel-Lucent paper was that due to an unfortunate wording used in S1AP, one interpretation was that the value part of the generic Transparent Containers would start with an additional length octet over S1AP. If this was the case then the CN would during inter RAT handover also need modify the value part of the generic Transparent Container by deleting or adding the extra length octet in the value part. This interpretation would break the agreed principle. 

3
Conclusion and Proposal
It is proposed that any rewording relating to the generic Transparent Containers in S1AP should clarify the handling in line with the principle that initially was agreed between RAN3 and CN groups. 
Clarifications that go in other directions needs to be discussed and agreed with CN groups first.
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