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1   Introduction
SA plenary has approved a CR [1] last September which clarified the correct way of using references in 3GPP specifications. The CR was considered to apply to all specifications and all releases. In practise the work of updating the existing specifications has been left for MCC officers, though new CRs should follow the newly endorsed rule.

RAN3 specifications for Rel-9 and Rel-10 have been updated and will be available for review after RAN#51. While doing this update, MCC found out that a large number of references are not used at all in some specifications. MCC has prepared a set of CRs (in R3-110520 - R3-110560 and R3-110646 - R3-110655) to remove the unused references from Section 2 in each RAN3 specification.

However, as has been pointed out by several rapporteurs, the issue of removing these references is not straightforward. Oftentimes these references should be used in the specifications, but they have never been added there, or have been removed as a side-product of various CRs. Moreover, there are also other issues with references which should be corrected.
2   Discussion

RAN3 is asked to discuss and decide on what to do with references in RAN3 specifications. Some alternatives:

a) Rapporteurs can review their own specifications and produce CRs to fix the all reference related problems, including the removal of unused references from Section 2 (making MCC CRs unnecessary). However, some specifications do not have "active" rapporteurs. Moreover, these changes are basically cat D changes, and delegates are not allowed to raise cat D CRs for frozen releases.

b) as in a), but the CRs from rapporteurs are formally submitted to the plenary by MCC. Still, cat D CRs are in principle not allowed, even if they are submitted by MCC.

c) As in a) but these CRs are classified as cat F.
d) MCC can do editorial corrections to specifications from its own initiative. Therefore rapporteurs could submit their RAN3 agreed changes to their RAN3 MCC officer, who then implements the changes as "MCC editorial corrections" without any formal CRs. However, this is stretching the rules quite a bit.
e) RAN3 agrees the MCC CRs in RAN3#71 and other reference-related changes are then raised by rapporteurs at their own pace, possibly using cat F for frozen releases.
f) do not do anything.

Alternative f) is attractive, but the Vice President of ETSI (3GPP projects) has recently tasked MCC to produce higher-quality specifications, and the update of references in RAN3 specifications wuold be a good starting point.
To clarify, the update of RAN3 specifications to comply with the new reference style has been done (though not reviewed yet) and that process is independent of what will be decided regarding the issue presented in this paper.
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