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1 Introduction 
The present discussion paper addresses the issue brought forward by [1]. The issue relates to the appropriate MME/SGSN behavior in cases where the SGW has received an Error Indication from the radio access network. This issue was discussed during the last CT4 meeting.
2 Discussion
As already mentioned by [2], according to TS 23.007:
“If the UE is in CONNECTED state, upon receipt of the Downlink Data Notification message, the MME shall not page the UE, but shall re-establish the tunnel between SGW and eNodeB as specified in 3GPP TS 23.401.”
But there are no appropriate procedures to re-establish such tunnel in current specifications. 

[1] asks RAN3 to assess the following:

“CT4 would like to ask RAN3 for clarification in case when MME/S4-SGSN receives Downlink Data Notification message upon received Error Indication from RNC/ENB for a UE in connected mode, would the initiation by the MME/S4-SGSN of the Initial Context Setup Request procedure succeed in all cases.”
As typically the eNB would have already an existing context for the UE in question, with associated E-RAB/E-RABs, the possibility to send another Initial Context Setup to the eNB without first releasing the previously established context is not feasible and does not give any guarantee of success, quite the opposite.
The S1 Initial Context Setup is intended to create a UE Context for a UE with the understanding that such UE does not previously have a context in the eNB. Further modifications once the context exists are meant to be triggered via the UE Context Modification (for non bearer related attributes) or E-RAB Modification/Setup/Release.
More over it should be noticed that with regards to E-RAB establishment, the Initial Context Setup is built according to the same logic as the E-RAB Setup procedure over S1 and if the MME sends a new Initial Context Setup Request containing the same E-RAB IDs the eNB already allocated, it would be logical for an implementation to reject such request following the same handling specified for E-RAB Setup:
“If the eNB receives an E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message containing a E-RAB ID IE (in the E-RAB To Be Setup List IE) set to the value that identifies an active E-RAB (established before the E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message was received), the eNB shall report the establishment of the new E-RAB as failed in the E-RAB SETUP RESPONSE with the appropriate cause value, e.g. “Multiple E-RAB ID instances”.”
In their LS CT4 also asks RAN3:
“If the answer to the question above is No, CT4 would ask RAN3 to provide necessary clarification on the action of MME behaviour.”

However, the proper behaviour is correctly described by [2]: the existing UE Context should be released first, followed by a Network Triggered Service Request and there is no need for RAN3 action on that point.
3 Conclusion and Proposal
From the above discussion, it is proposed to conclude that:

· Sending an Initial Context Setup when a UE Context for the same UE already exists is not feasible and would also violate existing S1AP; i.e the answer to CT4 is ‘No’;

· RAN3 confirms that the proper behavior is that the existing UE Context should be released first, and that should be followed by a Network Triggered Service Request (no RAN3 action to document this).
· RAN3 agrees to the reply LS proposed in [3].
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