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1. Overall Description
RAN 3 would like to thank SA2 for the LS on RFSP Index in DOWNLINK NAS Transport. 
RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that RAN3 has agreed the attached CR to introduce the RFSP Index in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT S1 message.
Besides, in their LS, SA2 also ask the following question:
a. Given that the MME can be configured to only send DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message including RFSP index in use to Rel10 eNodeB, is there any backwards and inter-operability issues from S1-AP’s point of view? 
There is no backwards compatibility as such with the agreed RAN3 CR. Actually, eNBs compliant to earlier release of 3GPP than release 10 (e.g. release 9 eNBs) would simply ignore the added IE if received from a release 10 MME. 
However the consequence would be that the eNB would not be updated with this RFSP Index after a TAU where no user plane is set up. Moreoever, RAN3 understanding is that any previously stored value of RFSP index is lost at any new RRC connection setup, so that the release 9 eNB would thus no more have any camping priorities defined for the idle period following this TAU. It would though be able to receive new camping priorities as soon as it gets again in connected mode including the setup of user plane. 
Whether this is acceptable or not is up to an operator to decide and to plan accordingly the introduction of this new IE.

2. Actions 
To SA2: 
RAN 3 kindly ask SA2 to take the above response into consideration.
3. Date of Next RAN 3 Meetings:
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