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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank CT4 for their LS on Error Indication handling.
Regarding the text quoted in TS 23.401, section 5.3.4.3, step 5, in a Network Triggered Service Request scenario where a Downlink Data Notification has been sent to the MME: 

If the MME already has a signalling connection over S1-MME towards the UE, then the messages sequence performed start from the step when MME establishes the bearer(s).

It is RAN3’s understanding that this sentence applies to a race type scenario when a S1-MME connection to an eNB has begun, e.g. the MME just prior received a UE initiated Service Request, but a S1-U tunnel is not established, i.e a S1AP Initial Context Setup Request message has not been sent yet to the eNB.
But the scenario indicated in TS 23.007 regards the case that a S1-U tunnel has already been setup for the UE with a Initial Context Setup Request message and the SGW later sends a Downlink Data Notification message to the MME due to it receiving a GTP Error Indication from the eNB. In this case a Initial Context Setup Request message cannot be sent to re-establish the bearers as this message is to be sent once to initiate the UE context and the TS 23.401 section given in C4-110421 does not apply.
So given the answer to CT4 is No as to initiating the Initial Context Setup procedure, then regarding CT4’s request of RAN3 as to the MME behaviour in order to re-establish tunnels between the SGW and eNodeB, this could involve the MME re-indicating the tunnels to the SGW or a S1 Release procedure followed by re-establishment via a Service Request. However, such specification extends beyond the responsibility of RAN3 and does not impact RAN3 specifications. 
2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 

RAN3 kindly asks CT4 to consider the above response. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #72
9th – 13rd May 2011

Kobe, Japan.
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #73
22nd – 26th August 2011
Athens, Greece.
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