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1. Overall Description
RAN3 discussed the issue of the system frame number (SFN) and radio frame boundary synchronization among eNBs in the same MBSFN area.
The eMBMS design assumes time synchronization between eNBs in a MBSFN area in order to synchronize the MCCH transmission. This requires synchronization of the system frame number (SFN), as well as synchronization of the frame and subframe boundaries. 

One proposal on the table was to map a universal time available at an eNB (e.g. using GNSS) to a system frame number by specifying a common universal start time for frame number zero. However, it was noted that RAN2 is the right group to decide an appropriate method to support timing alignment between eNBs.
2. Actions 
To RAN2 : 
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to provide a method for synchronization of system frame number and frame boundaries between eNBs, when the eNBs support eMBMS and have access to a universal time (e.g. using GNSS).
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