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19.2
S1 Control Plane

The S1 control plane interface (S1-MME) is defined between the eNB and the MME. The control plane protocol stack of the S1 interface is shown on Figure 19.2-1. The transport network layer is built on IP transport, similarly to the user plane but for the reliable transport of signalling messages SCTP is added on top of IP. The application layer signalling protocol is referred to as S1-AP (S1 Application Protocol). The Payload Protocol Identifier for S1AP is 18.
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Figure 19.2-1: S1 Interface Control Plane (eNB-MME)

The SCTP layer provides the guaranteed delivery of application layer messages.

In the transport IP layer point-to-point transmission is used to deliver the signalling PDUs.

A single SCTP association per S1-MME interface instance shall be used with one pair of stream identifiers for S1-MME common procedures. Only a few pairs of stream identifiers should be used for S1-MME dedicated procedures. MME communication context identifiers that are assigned by the MME for S1-MME dedicated procedures and eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the eNB for S1-MME dedicated procedures shall be used to distinguish UE specific S1-MME signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are conveyed in the respective S1-AP messages.

20.2
Control Plane

The X2 control plane interface (X2-CP) is defined between two neighbour eNBs. The control plane protocol stack of the X2 interface is shown on Figure 20.2-1 below. The transport network layer is built on SCTP on top of IP. The application layer signalling protocol is referred to as X2-AP (X2 Application Protocol). The Payload Protocol Identifier for X2AP is 27.
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Figure 20.2-1: X2 Interface Control Plane

A single SCTP association per X2-C interface instance shall be used with one pair of stream identifiers for X2-C common procedures. Only a few pairs of stream identifiers should be used for X2-C dedicated procedures.

Source-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the source-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, and target-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the target-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, shall be used to distinguish UE specific X2-C signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are conveyed in the respective X2AP messages. 
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