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1. Introduction

The introduction of the M3 Setup procedure in M3AP has been in the issue list which needs to be solved. This contribution discusses, and provides a conclusion, that there is no need to introduce the M3 Setup procedure in M3AP.
2. Discussion
The relation of the question of whether to introduce the M3 Setup procedure or not is linked to whether the MME will filter the MBMS Service Area or not. A LS [1] was sent to SA2 simply because this filtering in MME is still FFS in 23.246[2].
It was later thought, after some consideration, that the discussion of introducing of the M3 Setup procedure can be independent from whether the MME will filter the MBMS Service Area or not. This is because even if the MME will filter the MBMS Service Area, it does not necessary mean that the M3AP is required to have the M3 Setup procedure in order to provide the MBMS Service Areas that the MCE is supporting to the MME. There are always other means for the MME to know this information.
We will like to propose not to introduce the M3 Setup procedure in M3AP in Rel9 since there is no motivation for the time being.
However, in the future we can introduce this procedure if there is a need.
3. Conclusion and proposal 
It is proposed not to introduce the M3 Setup procedure in M3AP in Rel9.
[1] R3-092652 LS on the MBMS Service Area Filtering in MME
[2] 23.246 Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS); Architecture and functional description
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