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1. Overall Description:

RAN would like to thank SA2 for their reply LS related to the “Data forwarding not possible“ indication as specified in 23.401 for inter-RAT HO towards E-UTRAN.

Discussions in RAN revealed reluctance to include this functionality in S1AP for Rel-8 and therefore RAN would like to ask SA2 to remove this functionality from their stage 2 specification for Rel-8 in order to ensure consistency among stage 2 and stage 3.

Further discussions showed that there exists the opinion that the applicability of the “Data forwarding not possible” indication should be extended to the intra-LTE HO case as well. RAN is of the opinion, that protocol solutions covering the inter-RAT and intra-LTE case shall be considered within RAN3 until TSGs#46 and would like to ask SA2 to provide input to this work, if this is seen necessary.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
RAN kindly asks RAN3 to consider protocol solutions to enable that the MME may influence the handling of the data forwarding for the inter-RAT and intra-LTE case and inform SA2 on any result to ensure finalisation of this topic until TSGs#46.

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN kindly asks SA2 to remove the “Data forwarding not possible” indication from Rel-8, to provide information to RAN3 if necessary and to consider any result provided by RAN3 for their Rel-9 specification work if necessary.
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