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1 Introduction 
The discussion paper R3-092352 identifies several alternatives for handling SABP messages within the HNB network and makes a proposal for a solution based on one of the alternatives. However there is an additional alternative that has not been described and hence this response paper considers this as another valid alternative.
2 Discussion

In the part of R3-092352 that discusses the network interface support for transferring SABP messages/procedures, the following three alternatives were described.

Alternative 1: Utilizing RUA between HNB-GW and HNB for transferring SABP message to the HNB.
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Figure 1: Utilizing RUA for transferring SABP message
Alternative 2: Utilizing TCP between HNB-GW and HNB for transferring SABP message to the HNB.
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Figure 2: Utilizing TCP for transferring SABP message
Alternative 3: direct interface between CBC and HNB.
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Figure 3: Direct interface between CBC and HNB
However there is an alternative 4 that simply reuses the existing Iuh protocols and hence places SABP directly over SCTP, as follows.
Alternative 4: Utilizing SCTP between HNB-GW and HNB for transferring SABP message to the HNB.
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Figure 4: Utilizing SCTP for transferring SABP message
The advantages of this alternative are the following: 

· Simplifying the Iuh interface, i.e. there is no need to define a different transport protocol than the one that already exists in Iuh.

· The ability to utilize HNB-GW as a concentrating node to realize a scalable transport layer connection of HNBs
· Remove the need to make changes to the existing RUA specification, especially if there is no need to pass extra information in addition to the actual SABP message between HNB-GW and HNB. This should have been listed as a disadvantage for Alternative 1 in R3-092352
The disadvantages of this alternative are the following:

· An extra SCTP PPI value would need to be allocated by IANA. Although this wasn’t a significant issue when the RUA & HNBAP values were requested.

Using SCTP as currently specified across the Iuh meets the requirements of the SABP protocol on its transport layer, namely that it shall provide in sequence delivery of signalling data. Hence this alternative should be considered as equally valid as the other alternatives described in R3-092352.
3 Proposal

Consider this alternative along with the other alternatives in R3-092352
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