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1. Introduction

During their last working group meeting, TSG WG RAN4 has agreed on an extended range for the EARFCN. To inform other groups of the decision, a LS was sent, which unfortunately missed out RAN3.
This discussion paper reports RAN4 decision and relates to available CRs aligning RAN3 specifications to such decision.

2. RAN4 decision
The following is taken from the LS contained in R4-032638:

*****************************************************************************

During RAN4#48bis meeting, discussions on extending the EARFCN number range took place [1]. Currently the EARFCN range is 0-32767. Due to the high number of IMT bands identified by WRC-07 and various possible regional bands to be introduced in the future, the EARFCN range may be too limited. Considering that making EARFCN range extension in the future may cause compatibility problems, RAN4 decided to use the range 0-65535 for EARFCN numbering from Release 8 of LTE specification. 
*****************************************************************************

3. Conclusion
According to the above decisions, a change request is available in R3-083333.
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