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7
E-UTRAN functions description
7.1
List of functions

- Transfer of user data

- Radio channel ciphering and deciphering

- Integrity protection

- Header compression

- Mobility control functions

- Handover

- Paging

- Positioning (FFS)

- Inter-cell interference coordination

- Connection setup and release

- Load Balancing

- Distribution function for NAS messages
- NAS node selection function
- Synchronization

- Radio access network sharing

- MBMS function

- Subscriber and equipment trace
- RAN Information Management
7.2
Functions description
7.2.1
Transfer of user data

This function provides user data transfer capability across the E-UTRAN between the S1 and Uu interfaces. 

7.2.2
Radio channel ciphering and deciphering
This function is a pure computation function whereby the radio transmitted data can be protected against a non-authorized third-party. Ciphering and deciphering may be based on the usage of a session-dependent key, derived through signalling and/or session dependent information.

7.2.3
Integrity protection
This function is a pure computation function whereby the transmitted data can be protected against a non-authorised third-party from alteration.

7.2.4
Header compression
This function provides a header compression specifically to the particular network layer, transport layer or upper layer protocol combination e.g. TCP/IP and RTP/UDP/IP.
7.2.5
Mobility control functions
7.2.5.1
Handover
This function manages the mobility of the radio interface. It is based on radio measurements and it is used to maintain the Quality of Service requested by the EPC. It contains the function of transferring context data between source node and target node.

Handover may be directed to/from another system (e.g. LTE to UMTS handover). 

The handover preparation is done in the target network side and final handover decision is done in the source network side.

7.2.5.2
Paging

This function provides the capability to request a UE to contact the E-UTRAN when UE is in LTE_Idle state. 

7.2.5.3
Positioning

FFS

7.2.6
Inter-cell interference coordination

This function is to manage radio resources (i.e. the radio resource blocks) such that inter-cell interference is kept under control. This function is a multi-cell RRM function that needs to take into account information (e.g. the resource usage status and traffic load situation) from multiple cells.
7.2.7
Connection setup and release

This function is responsible for the control of connection element set-up and release in the E-UTRAN. The purpose of this function is:

1)
to participate in the processing of the end-to-end connection set-up and release; and
2)
to manage and maintain the element of the end-to-end connection which is located in the E-UTRAN.

In the former case, this function will be activated by request from other functional entities at call set-up/release. In the latter case, i.e. when the end-to-end connection has already been established, this function may also be invoked to cater for in-call service modification or at handover execution.

7.2.8
Load balancing

Load balancing has the task of handling uneven distribution of the traffic load over multiple cells. The purpose of load balancing is thus to influence the load distribution in such a manner that radio resources remain highly utilized and the QoS of in-progress sessions is maintained to the greatest extent possible and call dropping probabilities are kept sufficiently small. Load balancing algorithms may result in handover or cell reselection decisions with the purpose of redistributing traffic from highly loaded cells to under-utilized cells. 

7.2.9
Distribution function for NAS messages
In the RRC protocol and the S1AP, messages from the NAS shall be transparently transferred within the Access Stratum.

7.2.10
NAS node selection function
The interconnection of E-UTRAN to multiple MME / S-GWs is supported in the E-UTRAN architecture. Therefore a NAS node selection function is located in the E-UTRAN to determine the MME association of the UE, based on the UE’s temporary identifier, which was assigned to the UE by the MME.
7.2.11
Synchronization

The network synchronization is to maintain the synchronization of the timing between different nodes within the network. As no single method can cover all E-UTRAN applications a logical port at eNB may be used for reception of timing input independent of synchronization method chosen. 

7.2.12
Radio access network sharing

This function is to enable multiple PLMNs to share a radio access network. This function has mechanisms to direct the UE to the appropriate PLMN at the network sharing border and to restrict UE measurement and reselection to cells that are entitled to access. The E-UTRAN can broadcast multiple PLMN-IDs in the radio interface. The UE can choose one amongst the broadcasted PLMN-IDs.
An eNB is allowed to handover a UE to a target cell with multiple PLMN identities if at least one of the target cell PLMN identities is listed as allowed in the area restriction information for the UE, i.e. listed as Serving PLMN or an equivalent PLMN.
7.2.13
MBMS function

This function enables the E-UTRAN to transmit the same data to multiple recipients and allows network and radio resources to be shared.

Further functionalities for MBMS function is FFS.

7.2.14
Subscriber and equipment trace

Support for subscriber and equipment trace for LTE and EPS shall be as specified in 3GPP specifications 32.421, 32.422, 32.423 and 3GPP Trace IRP 32.441, 32.442 and 32.443.

All traces are initiated by the core network, even if the trace is to be carried out in the radio network.

A trace setup in the radio network will be propagated on the X2 interface at handover and on the S1 interface if the handover is carried out between MMEs.
7.2.xx
RAN Information Management

The RAN Information Management (RIM) function is a generic mechanism that allows the request and transfer of information (e.g. GERAN System information) between two RAN nodes. The RIM mechanism allows to start, stop and resume both on demand and on event transfer of information. RIM also provides native error handling function at RIM level and at RIM application level. The RIM function is further described in [xx] and [yy].
Unchanged parts Removed
End Change





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Information/DocNum_FTP_structure_V3.zip" ��Document numbers� are allocated by the Working Group Secretary.   Use the format of document number specified by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/About/WP.htm" ��3GPP Working Procedures�.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the specification number in this box. For example, 04.08 or 31.102. Do not prefix the number with anything . i.e. do not use "TS", "GSM" or "3GPP" etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the CR number here. This number is allocated by the 3GPP support team.  It consists of at least four digits, padded with leading zeros if necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the revision number of the CR here. If it is the first version, use a "-".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the version of the specification here. This number is the version of the specification to which the CR was written and (normally) to which it will be applied if it is approved. Make sure that the latest version of the specification (of the relevant release) is used when creating the CR. If unsure what the latest version is, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm" ��� � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm�.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� For help on how to fill out a field, place the mouse pointer over the special symbol closest to the field in question.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Mark one or more of the boxes with an X.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� SIM / USIM / ISIM applications.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a concise description of the subject matter of the CR. It should be no longer than one line, but if this is not possible, do not enter hard new-line characters.  Do not use redundant information such as "Change Request number xxx to 3GPP TS xx.xxx".


One or more organizations (3GPP Individual Members) which drafted the CR and are presenting it to the Working Group.


For CRs agreed at Working Group level, the identity of the WG.  Use the format "xn" where �	x = "C" for TSG CT, "R" for TSG RAN, "S" for TSG SA, "G" for TSG GERAN; �PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ���	n = digit identifying the Working Group; for CRs drafted during the TSG meeting itself, use "P". �Examples: "C4", "R5", "G3new", "SP".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the acronym for the work item which is applicable to the change. This field is mandatory for category F, A, B & C CRs for Release 4 and later. A list of work item acronyms can be found in the 3GPP work plan. See �� HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/WI-List.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/WI-List.htm� .


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the date on which the CR was last revised.  Format to be interpretable by English version of MS Windows ® applications, e.g. 19/02/2006.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single letter corresponding to the most appropriate category listed. For more detailed help on interpreting these categories, see Technical Report �HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/21900.htm"��21.900� "TSG working methods".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single release code from the list below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which explains why the change is necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which describes the most important components of the change. i.e. How the change is made.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter here the consequences if this CR were to be rejected. It is mandatory to complete this section only if the CR is of category "F" (i.e. correction), though it may well be useful for other categories.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the number of each clause which contains changes.   Be as specific as possible (ie list each subclause, not just the umbrella clause).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Tick "yes" box if any other specifications are affected by this change.  Else tick "no".  You MUST fill in one or the other.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� List here the specifications which are affected or the CRs which are linked.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter any other information which may be needed by the group being requested to approve the CR. This could include special conditions for it's approval which are not listed anywhere else above.





1/5

