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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 and RAN2 about the possibility of partial handover and the eNB behaviour defined by RAN3 in this situation.
Definition: 
Partial handover is defined as a handover where only a subset of SAE bearers are admitted for a UE by the target eNB and the source eNB proceeds with the handover.

General behaviour of eNBs during partial handover: 
In case the source eNB proceeds with handover when the target eNB has admitted only subset of SAE bearers, it shall be understood that the SAE bearers that were not admitted are implicitly released at the target eNB.
Based on the general description above, the behaviour of eNBs during X2 handover is:
In case the source eNB proceeds with handover while the target eNB has admitted only a subset of SAE bearers, the SAE bearers included in the X2AP: HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE SAE Bearers Not Admitted List have to be understood as locally removed at the target eNB. Therefore SAE bearers not included in the S1AP: PATH SWITCH REQUEST SAE Bearer To Be Switched in Downlink List have to be intended as implicitly released by the target eNB independently of the outcome of Path Switch procedure.

2. Actions:

RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and RAN2 to take into account the possibility of partial handover and the described behaviour of eNB-s in this scenario and consider the need of adding appropriate descriptions to their relevant specifications, if any.
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