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1. Introduction

This discussion paper highlights a misalignment between an agreed architectural principle stated in TS 36.423 and the actual specification procedure text and proposes a solution for the issue.
2. Description of the issue and possible solutions
Sub clause 4.1 in [1] states: 

“The principle for specifying the procedure logic is to specify the functional behaviour of the eNB exactly and completely. The eNB that originates the procedure functional behaviour is left unspecified.”

It can also be pointed out that another specification, referenced in [2], which for UMTS is the master specification for protocol description principles, is also pointing out the same assumption expressed by sub clause 4.1 of X2AP. 

Reference [2] states: “The procedures should be specified in an asymmetric way, by concentrating on the behaviour on one side of the interface. As guidance, the "controlled" side, rather than the "controlling" side of the interface should be specified.”

Nevertheless, such principle is violated in several places throughout 36.423 by means of specified behaviour and requirements imposed on the originating eNB, while the aim of the specification is to describe how the receiving eNB shall behave when/if a certain IE is received.
Possible ways to eliminate requirements on the originating node are the following:

· Elimination of statements putting direct requirements on the originating eNB;

· ‘Shall’ is rephrased into ‘should’. This way, the concerned node is not required any longer to perform a certain behaviour to be standard-compliant, though a strong recommendation to follow the described behaviour is still present;

· Statements specifying requirements on the sending node are turned into abnormal conditions, where if the originally specified behaviour is not followed by the sending node, the receiver considers the procedure as failed;

· The procedure text for an optional IE is removed and the IE presence is changed into “conditional”, given that it is possible to formulate a condition dependent on another IE/IE group in the same message.

3. Conclusion and Proposal
It is proposed that RAN3 once again confirms the validity of the client-server principle expressed by sub clause 4.1 regarding the X2 interface.
If this assumption is confirmed, it is proposed to follow the afore-mentioned ways to solve the inconsistencies at this early stage of TS 36.423.

A detailed suggestion is provided by R3-080326.
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