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1
Introduction

EUTRA will still have the interface Iuant. Up to now there is no difference between E-UTRAN and UTRAN. To avoid double specification it will proposed only to include a reference to the TS 25.46x.  Additional some general remarks make it easier to understand the intention of this new section in TS 36.401.

2
Text proposal for TS 36.401

11
EUTRAN Interfaces

11.1
General Protocol Model for EUTRAN Interfaces

11.2
Protocol Model
11.3
Iuant Interface - General principles
The Iuant interface for the control of RET antennas or TMAs is a logical part of the Node B. The existing Implementation Specific O&M transport is used for the connection between the RET antennas or TMAs control unit and the Node B element manager.

For the control of RET antennas or TMAs  a standard data interface between the Node B Implementation Specific O&M function and the Node B RET antenna or TMA control function is defined by means of which functional parameters of the device can be remotely controlled. The Iuant interface for the RET antenna or TMA control is based on a three-layer protocol model. The three-layer model is a compact form of the OSI seven-layer reference model and includes only layers 1, 2 and 7:

-
The Physical Layer (Layer 1) defines the signalling levels and basic data characteristics including the data rates;

-
The Data Link Layer (Layer 2) for the Signalling Transport uses a specific class of the HDLC standard.
-
The Application Layer (Layer 7) defines the data payload format and the required command set.
This compact model for the control interface provides an efficient protocol stack suitable for implementation on a single embedded micro-controller.

The forwards and backwards compatibility of all versions of the protocol shall be assured by a mechanism in which all current and further messages will not be changed in the future. These parts can always be decoded regardless of the standard version.

New functionalities are added into the specification by introducing new procedures and thus the existing messages are not changed in the future.

E-UTRA uses the standards TS 25.460, TS 25.461, TS 25.462 and TS 25.466.
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