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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has been discussing on the topic of the logical E-MBMS architecture. Although it has not reached an agreement, following issues have been captured or confirmed,

· IP Multicast is used for the User Plane between MBMS-GW and eNBs
· A functional entity MCE is needed in order to coordinate MBSFN Radio Resources configuration aspects
· All signalling to and from the MCE is standardized by RAN3
In addition, and considering the requirements of some operators, it has been agreed that it shall be possible to provide E-MBMS with a so-called lightweight E-MBMS deployment, i.e. a particular implementation and network deployment of the logical E-MBMS architecture, which relies exclusively on the BM-SC, the MBMS-GW, the eNB and pre-configuration mechanisms. (For a better understanding of considered architectures and lightweight alternatives or deployments, a document with graphics is attached. Please note however that none of these graphics have been agreed by RAN3, that they reflect the own views of single companies and that they shall not be considered in any way as approved.) 
In order to support the lightweight E-MBMS deployment, in such a way that the highest advantage of E-MBMS functionalities is obtained, at least following requirement has been identified:

· No signalling will be specified between MCE and UE
We would also like to note that the specification of interfaces shall provide all guarantees of multi-vendor interoperability in a mixed and/or scattered eNB lightweight E-MBMS deployment.
We consider this information of interest for RAN WG2, RAN WG4 and RAN WG1. In particular, we kindly ask RAN WG2 to comment, if necessary, on the captured agreement, and take it into account for further work, which shall concentrate in the specification of a single logical architecture, but shall support to a reasonable large extent the lightweight E-MBMS deployment.
2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: RAN WG2 is kindly requested to comment on the captured agreement, and take it into account for further work.

3. Date of Next TSG-??? Meetings:

TSG-WG3 Meeting #57  
22nd – 26th August 2007
Athens, Greece
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