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RAN3 has discussed the usage of IP multi-cast as transport mechanism for S1-AP messages. RAN3 did reach a conclusion already at RAN3#55 but realised in their RAN3#55bis meeting that other working groups might not have been informed.

For that reason, RAN3 would like to inform SA2, SA3 and RAN2 about the following:

1. RAN3 has decided that S1-AP procedures and messages will make use of point-to-point transport.

2. As a consequence of 1, RAN3 has excluded the usage of point-to-multipoint (i.e. IP multi-cast) as a transport mechanism for S1-AP messages.

a. In particular RAN3 discussed the usage of IP multi-cast for S1AP paging messages, as well as a potential MBMS Session Start message, but it was felt that the added complexity for such solution was not compensated by a sufficiently corresponding gain.

3. RAN3 has documented this decision in 36.300 in where the following agreed text is used to describe the S1AP protocol stack:

36.300 v1.0.0 section 19.2:

In the transport IP layer point-to-point transmission is used to deliver the signalling PDUs.

Actions

RAN3 would like to ask SA2, SA3 and RAN2 to keep the above information in mind for further work.
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