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RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the liaison R3-070027 (which had original number S2-070611).
RAN3 discussed the definitions of MME and UPE pool areas at its meeting #55 in St Louis (Feb 12 – Feb 16, 2007) and would like to inform SA2 about the following:

Triggers in RAN for initiating a relocation of MME and/or UPE during LTE_ACTIVE
RAN3 agreed that:

1. Triggers for EUTRAN for starting a relocation of MME and/or UPE should be for radio reasons only, i.e. as a consequence of UE mobility between cells and other similar reasons.

2. As a consequence of the general principle in bullet 1, RAN3 discussed the need for EUTRAN to trigger relocation due to reasons that are not directly related to radio reasons and RAN3 concluded that such functionality was not motivated.
3. RAN3 also decided that any relocation procedure will be triggered from the source eNB and signalled via the S1 interface. RAN3 also expressed a preference for a solution in where a similar procedure can be used for relocation and IRAT handover.

Definition of MME and UPE pool areas

RAN3 also discussed the definition of MME and UPE pool areas, and RAN3 would like to confirm the R3-070027 definition of MME pool areas.

MME Pool Area: An MME Pool Area is defined as an area within which a UE may be served without need to change the serving MME. An MME Pool Area is served by one or more MMEs ("pool of MMEs") in parallel. MME Pool Areas are a collection of complete Tracking Areas. MME Pool Areas may overlap each other.

RAN3 would however like to stress that from a EUTRAN perspective, the definition of UPE pool areas were not considered to be needed in the specifications, due to:
· The MME pool areas are motivated from the fact that the eNB needs to be configured with a list of “available MMEs” as the eNB need to perform initial MME selection during the attach procedure for some UEs.

· It is expected that the MME will provide the eNB with sufficient information on which UPE (TEID) to use for a particular UE, during the LTE_IDLE -> LTE_ACTIVE transition procedure and in the procedure for inter-eNB handover that necessitates relocation. 
RAN3 also assumes that whether a handover should be done via the X2 interface or via is the S1 interface will be configured in the eNB. 

As a consequence, only the MME needs to be aware of the eNB <-> UPE relations. The UPE can be viewed as a general processing resource in the network in where the eNB <-> UPE relations are defined by the operator configuration of the network at deployment. Thus, the definition of UPE pool areas in 3GPP specifications was felt to be unnecessary.

Actions
RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to:

1. Consider the RAN3 view on triggers for relocation of MME/UPEs in future SA2 work.

2. Confirm the RAN3 view on MME pool areas, as well as the RAN3 view that definition of UPE pool areas are not needed in the specifications.
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