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1. Overall Description

TSG RAN WG3 has been studying HSPA Evolution from an architecture point of view over several meetings and 4 alternative architectures are captured in TR25.999. 
As a reminder, the 4 architecture options are:

1) Architecture as today 

2) “Flat Architecture” – RNC functionality merged with NodeB

3) “CRNC in NodeB” 

4) “Iu UP in NodeB”

With respect to coming to an architecture decision, TSG RAN WG3 has agreed/completed a comparison table on each of the 4 alternatives, and this is captured in the TR. 
However, there are a number of other aspects of this study that merit further investigation, particularly with respect to two of the objectives/Guiding Principles, as stated in the SID

1) Evolved HSPA should be able to operate as a packet-only network based on utilization of Shared Channels only;

2) HSPA Evolution shall be backward compatible in the sense that legacy terminals (R99-DCH and HSPA mobiles) are able to share the same carrier with terminals implementing the latest features of the HSPA Evolution track without any performance degradation;
With respect to point 2) above, please note that time has been spent discussing Architecture 2 with respect to potential implementations:

I

· “full RNC”, an Iu CS & Iu PS as stated above (shared carrier for both PS & CS services)
· an Iu PS only implementation (PS dedicated carrier only)
· an Iu PS & Iu CS (CS Services signalling only (implying relocation to “legacy RNC” at call setup)) 
· shared carrier scenario based upon Iub or Iur
TSG RAN WG3 has not been able to discuss and analyse fully the latter three options above with respect to e.g. CS Services setup, Mobility, RRM aspects - and thus require more time to complete the analyses of this study of Architecture 2. 
Therefore we would like to ask RAN Plenary for guidance as to the next steps in moving forward here i.e. do we continue with the existing Study Item, or close existing SID and open a new SI or WI? 
2. Actions:
To 3GPP TSG RAN:

TSG RAN WG3 kindly asks TSG RAN to:

· Note that there are additional aspects of Architecture 2 deployments that require further study, and this will continue in RAN3. 
· Clarify the way forward in terms of procedure i.e. new SI/WI, maintain existing SI.
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