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1 Introduction

A number of architectural options have been captured in TR 25.999, “HSPA Evolution beyond Release 7 (FDD)” [1]. Additionally, RAN3 has been discussing a number of metrics in the evaluation table of TR 25.999 as applied to several architectural solutions. One such architecture has been titled as “current” architecture; however elaboration of this architecture has not yet been included in TR 25.999 although it is understood to be the UTRAN Architecture as identified in TS 25.401.
This proposal seeks to bring additional clarity to the architectural discussions moving forward by including the proposed text in section 2 into TR 25.999 of what is meant by the “current” UTRAN architecture. 

2 Proposed text
Current Architecture

The UTRAN consists of a set of Radio Network Subsystems connected to the Core Network through the Iu.

A RNS consists of a Radio Network Controller one or more Node Bs and optionally one SAS. A Node B is connected to the RNC through the Iub interface.

The RNC is responsible for the Handover decisions that require signalling to the UE.

A RNC may include a combining/splitting function to support combination/splitting of information streams 

Inside the UTRAN, the RNCs of the Radio Network Subsystems can be interconnected together through the Iur. Iu(s) and Iur are logical interfaces. Iur can be conveyed over direct physical connection between RNCs or virtual networks using any suitable transport network.

The UTRAN architecture is shown in figure x.

[image: image1.wmf] 

RNS

 

RNC

 

RNS

 

RNC

 

Core Network

 

Node B

 

Node B

 

Node B

 

Node B

 

Iu

 

Iu

 

Iur

 

Iub

 

Iub

 

Iub

 

Iub

 

 

 

UTRAN

 


Figure x: UTRAN Architecture [Figure 4, TS25.401 Rel-6]
3 Conclusion

Cingular Wireless proposes to capture the text of section 2 above from TS 25.401 and include it in TR 25.999 under section 9 Technical Proposals and Assessment.
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