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1. Description

3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 has discussed the impact on PS Handover from the introduction of the Activity Status Indicator (ASI) in 3GPP TS 29.060 (see 3GPP CR CP-060368). Since ASI was introduced in 3GPP TS 29.060 only from Rel-7 and since PS Handover was introduced already in Rel-6, there will be a need for different SGSN implementations in Rel-6 and Rel-7 due to this. In Rel-6, a limited solution not based on ASI is needed, while for Rel-7 both the Rel-6 solution (for backwards compatibility reasons) and a solution based on ASI is needed. 3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 thus asks 3GPP TSG CT4 to reconsider its decision to introduce ASI only from Rel-7. That would significantly reduce the implementation effort when introducing support for ASI in the SGSN-nodes and different solutions for Rel-6 and Rel-7 would be avoided. The benefits introduced by ASI to be able to correctly allocate radio resources for active PFCs/RABs during a PS Handover would also be available already from Rel-6.
As far as TSG GERAN WG2 understands, the reason why ASI was introduced only from Rel-7 is that for SRNS Relocation there exists an alternative solution in Rel-6 where information about active RABs are sent directly from source RNC to target RNC within a transparent container. There is, however, no corresponding solution for PS Handover and besides that, it would anyway not work in inter-RAT cases since the flows are on one side defined by RABs and on the other side by PFCs.
2. Actions
To 3GPP TSG CT WG4 group
· Please reconsider the decision to introduce the Activity Status Indicator in 3GPP TS 29.060 only from Rel-7 and introduce it instead already from Rel-6.
To 3GPP TSG SA WG2 group
· Please consider if introduction of the Activity Status Indicator in 3GPP Rel-6 for PS Handover would be in conflict with the SRNS Relocation procedure and in particular the corrections introduced in CRs TS 23.060-554/555.

3. Date of Next 3GPP TSG-GERAN WG2 Meetings:

3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 #31bis 

16 – 20 October 2006

Torino, Italy
3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 #32 

14 – 16 November 2006

Sophia Antipolis, France

