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1. Overall Description:

This LS is for Information Purposes.

RAN WG3 would like to thank SA2, SA4 and RAN2 for the information provided in above LSes. RAN3 has assessed this information, focussing on the aspect bearer establishment and QoS-signalling on S1 Interface. RAN3 would like to share the results from this assessment, achieved at Agenda Item 12.15.3 of RAN3 Nr.53.

RAN WG3 would like to inform the above mentioned groups that:

· RAN3 does acknowledge the approach for QoS-signalling presented by SA2, namely signalling of an QoS-Label and additional explicit signalling of bitrates (e.g. maximum bitrate, guaranteed bitrate)
· RAN3 foresees that this QoS-Signalling (i.e. QoS-Label and bitrates) is performed out of band (i.e. in an message not being part of the to-be established SAE Bearer) at preparation of bearer setup.
· To enable consistent experience of QoS delivery throughout LTE/SAE network, RAN3 supports a standardised definition for QoS-Labels:
· Taking into account SA4’s feedback in R3-060976 / S4-060353, RAN3 expresses the preference that QoS-Label-Definition would rather be a mapping according to today’s TS23.107 than according to e.g. QoS-mechanisms described in RFC 4594, “Configuration Guidelines for DiffServ Service Classes”.
· As further consequence of the information shown in R3-060976 / S4-060353, RAN3 is expecting roughly 10 QoS-labels to cover conversational and streaming services.

· RAN3 assumes that the number of necessary QoS-Labels for interactive/background classes is driven by the types of services to be supported.

· It is assumed that details of the QoS-Label definition are standardised by SA2 and RAN2, driven by the service requirements declared by SA4. This approach would be in line with the fact that RAN2 is today owner of TR25.993 and will be in the position to ensure consistent QoS-support across UTRAN and LTE

· RAN3 does not assume that the QoS-Label defined for usage on S1 interface would be forwarded to the UE. RAN3 expects that it will be RAN2’s decision what kind of QoS-information will be sent to the UE, including the question whether there can be a mapping between QoS-Labels on S1 and QoS-signalling on eUu.
· It was emphasised during RAN3’s assessment that definition/standardisation of QoS-Labels should leave a certain degree of freedom to enable operators and vendors a differentiation from competitors. However, impact of such freedom on interface performance, on UE specification and on UE testing is ffs and deemed to be handled by other 3GPP groups (e.g. RAN2 / RAN4).
· Another aspect highlighted in RAN3’s discussion was that definition/standardisation of QoS-Labels should enable “fast introduction of new services”. Corresponding solutions have been addressed, but final decision is assumed to be taken in RAN2 / SA2.

2. Actions:

To SA2 and RAN2:

RAN WG3 does confirm the current approach of SA2 and assumes that detailed definition of QoS-Labels and signalling of bitrates will be progressed by SA2 and RAN2, guided by service characteristics identified by SA4. RAN3 asks to be informed on the outcome of the related efforts, to accommodate the details in S1 signalling defined by RAN3.
To SA4

RAN WG3 would like to be informed, if SA4 is of the opinion that the guidance given in R3-060976 / S4-060353 would not be correctly reflected by RAN3’s assumptions.
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