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1. Overall Description:

TSG RAN WG3 thanks TSG RAN WG2 and TSG GERAN WG2 for their LSs on RIM procedure re-use for PS Handover. TSG RAN WG3 would like to inform TSG RAN WG2 and TSG GERAN WG2 that it has discussed the possibility to re-use the RIM procedures for inter-RAT PS Handover.

Whilst PSI/SI Information is the same for both PS Handover and NACC, TSG RAN WG3 have agreed that where the implementation of the R6 RIM procedures does not take place, PS Handover is not possible. 

Furthermore, coupling PS Handover with this other R6 feature effectively links these two features and thus may be restrictive depending upon Vendor/Operator implementation choice.  Therefore, RAN3 have agreed an alternative method of transferring this PS Handover information, in the case that RIM is not implemented – and avoid this feature linking.

It is also pointed out that since Target BSS to Source BSS Transparent Container IE from target BSS to source RNC has been already defined to transfer PS HANDOVER COMMAND message, this container should be reused to transfer PSI/SI Information for PS Handover.

Thus, should this alternative solution for transferring PSI/SI information be agreed (i.e. RAN2 also required to make changes), TSG RAN WG3 would like to state that it’s preference is to reuse the transparent container for PSI/SI Information delivery for PS Handover to TSG RAN WG2 and TSG GERAN WG2. 

The outline of the TSG RAN WG3’s solution is as below.

· Indicate with a flag sent by the source RNC to the target BSS within the Source BSS to Target BSS transparent container if PSI/SI information needs to be sent back from the target BSS in the Target BSS to Source BSS transparent container. The indication is sent transparently through the CN within the Source BSS to the Target BSS container.

· Add PSI/SI information to the Target BSS to Source BSS transparent container sent back from the target BSS to the source RNC, if requested; and

Send it transparently through the CN to the source RNC into the Target BSS to Source BSS transparent container within the PS HANDOVER REQUEST ACK message to SGSN and then SGSN forwards it to the source RNC within RELOCATION COMMAND message. Then the

· Source RNC forwards the information received from target BSS transparently to the MS/UE.
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Figure 1. Inter-RAT PS Handover  PSI/SI information transfer between target BSS and source RNC -preparation phase, UTRAN Iu mode to GERAN A/Gb mode 
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Figure 2. Inter-RAT PS Handover, PSI/SI information transfer between target BSS and source RNC -execution phase, UTRAN Iu mode to GERAN A/Gb mode 

2. Actions:

To TSG RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 
TSG RAN WG3 kindly asks TSG RAN WG2 to take into account the outlined scheme when discussion related impacts on specifications under TSG RAN WG2 responsibility. 

To TSG GERAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 
TSG RAN WG3 kindly asks TSG GERAN WG2 to take into account TSG RAN WG3 decision and to create corresponding GERAN CRs based on the solution described above.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:




RAN3 #50
10 January - 12 January 2005

 Sophia Antipolis, France

RAN3 #51
13st February – 17th February 2005
Denver, USA
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