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1. Overall Description:
SA2 would like to thank RAN2 and CT1 for their LSs (R2-051109/S2-050977 and C1-050797/S2-051051). SA2 discussed on the problem that UEs may be unable to receive an MBMS service in conjunction with a non-MBMS services for some cases.

SA2 discussed the two solutions that RAN2 proposed, i.e. the suspension of non real-time/GBR PS services by CN or the discarding of downlink control and/or user information by CN without releasing the RAB.

However, there were some concerns that the suspension or deactivation and also the resume need NAS signalling between UE and SGSN, which can result in overload of SGSN at MBMS session start.

Therefore, SA2 are not in favour of a solution based on NAS signalling to the SGSN for the interactive/background PS services. SA2 understand that in some cases, i.e. when the UE has insufficient capabilities to simultaneously receive a DCH for the interactive/background PS services and a PtM channel for MBMS, the UE cannot receive the MBMS service as AS protocols do not allow the UE to release a DCH without deactivation of the PDP context or without a new procedure like suspend/resume, for example.

SA2 assume that some services/applications are released by the users when MBMS sessions start. Thereby any related DCH will be released. Typically, these are services/applications the user is engaged in (like CS calls). However, for example background services/applications that run also when there is no user interaction  (like push services) will likely not be released by the user when an MBMS session starts. A large number of applications/services will therefore not be released. Therefore, some of these applications/services may have established DCHs when the MBMS session starts, which results in a risk of the problem described by RAN2. In this case, MBMS session repetition or point to point repair could possibly solve the problem.

Since Release 6 MBMS is functionally frozen, SA2 considers that the solution for this issue should be discussed as Release 7.

2. Actions:

To RAN2, CT1 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN2 and CT1 to take note the above SA2’s guideline for Release 6 and consider the further solutions (e.g. AS level solution to avoid SGSN overload at the session start) for Release 7.
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