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CN4 thanks RAN3 for their LS on MBMS Information Elements over the Iu interface. In the LS, CN4 identified only the following question directed to them:
IP Multicast Address and APN

These IEs should remain transparent in RAN. Thus they should be coded in RANAP as transparent container i.e. OCTET STRING.

► RAN3 would [like] to ask CN1 and CN4 whether these IEs have fixed length and where their coding is described.

There is currently no explicit definition of the IP Multicast Address within CN4 specifications. However, it is believed by CN4 that this address takes on the structure of a standard IP address but uses reserved values. Therefore, an IPv4 address, which uses 32‑bit addressing, is 4 octets in length and an IPv6 address, which uses 128‑bit addressing, is 16 octets in length. For more information on IP addresses, see 3GPP TS 23.003 – clause 3.7 and 3.8, for IPv4 and IPv6 (respectively).
The Access Point Name (APN) is defined in the CN4 specification of 3GPP TS 23.003 – clause 9. It's length varies but is defined to be between 1 and 255 characters/octets.
Actions:

CN4 kindly asks RAN3 to note the above answer from CN4.
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