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8.36
MBMS Session Start

8.36.1
General

The purpose of the MBMS Session Start procedure is to request the UTRAN to notify UEs about an upcoming MBMS Session of a given MBMS Bearer Service and to establish a MBMS RAB and MBMS Iu signalling connection for this MBMS Session.

The procedure uses connection oriented signalling.

8.36.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 46: MBMS Session Start procedure. Successful operation.

The CN initiates the procedure by sending a MBMS SESSION START message.

The MBMS SESSION START message shall contain:

-
TMGI;

-
MBMS Bearer Service Type;

-
MBMS Session Identifier;

-
Iu Signalling Connection Identifier IE;

-
RAB parameters (including e.g. Allocation/Retention Priority);

-
PDP Type Information, if available;

-
MBMS Session Duration, if available;

-
MBMS Service Area;

-
Frequency Layer Convergence Flag, if available;

-
RA List of Idle Mode UEs, if available.

-
Global CN-ID IE, only when the MBMS SESSION START message is sent from a CN node towards an RNC for which the sending CN node is not the default CN node.

Upon reception of the MBMS SESSION START message, the RNC shall store the Iu Signalling Connection Identifier IE for the duration of the MBMS Iu signalling connection. The Iu Signalling Connection Identifier IE contains an Iu signalling connection identifier which is allocated by the CN. The value for the Iu Signalling Connection Identifier IE shall be allocated so as to uniquely identify an Iu signalling connection for the involved CN node. 

The Global CN-ID IE contains the identity of the CN node that sent the MBMS SESSION START message, and it shall, if included, be stored together with the Iu signalling connection identifier. If the Global CN-ID IE is not included, the MBMS SESSION START message shall be considered as coming from the default CN node.

If the RNC controls cells contained in the indicated MBMS Service Area or serves UEs consuming radio resources from cells contained in the indicated MBMS Service Area, the RNC shall store, if not already, and remember the TMGI IE, the RAB parameters IE and the other attributes of the session as part of the MBMS Service Context. The TMGI IE contains the TMGI identifier which uniquely identifies the MBMS Bearer Service. 

Upon reception of the MBMS SESSION START message, the RNC shall initiate allocation of requested resources for the MBMS RAB if at least one of the following two conditions is fulfilled:

-
the RNC controls at least one cell contained in the indicated MBMS Service Area and, if the RA List of Idle Mode UEs IE is included in MBMS SESSION START message, at least one RNC´s RA is contained in this list,

-
the RNC serves UEs consuming radio resources from cells contained in the indicated MBMS Service Area.

In case the RA List of Idle Mode UEs IE is included in MBMS SESSION START message but none of above conditions is fulfilled, the RNC may decide to wait for either an update of the RA List of Idle Mode UEs or a UE linking to finally establish the MBMS RAB. If  the RNC decides so, it shall report it immediately to the CN in the MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message with the cause value "Successful MBMS Session Start - No Data Bearer Necessary".
In case the RA List of Idle Mode UEs IE includes the Number of Idle Mode UEs IE, the RNC may use that information when reserving resources to the cells in given RA, identified by the RAC.
The allocation of requested resources shall be made according to the values of the Allocation/Retention Priority IE (priority level, pre-emption indicators) and the resource situation as follows:

-
The RNC shall consider the priority level of the requested MBMS RAB, when deciding on the resource allocation.

-
The Queuing Allowed IE shall be ignored for MBMS RAB.

-
The priority levels and the pre-emption indicators may (singularly or in combination) be used to determine whether the MBMS RAB establishment has to be performed unconditionally and immediately. If the requested MBMS RAB is marked as "may trigger pre-emption" and the resource situation requires so, the RNC may trigger the pre-emption procedure which may then cause the forced release of a lower priority RAB which is marked as "pre-emptable". Whilst the process and the extent of the pre-emption procedure is operator-dependent, the pre-emption indicators, if given in the MBMS SESSION START message, shall be treated as follows:

1.
If the Pre-emption Capability IE is set to "may trigger pre-emption", then this allocation request may trigger the pre-emption procedure. UTRAN shall only pre‑empt RABs (other MBMS RABs or UE specific RABs) with lower priority, in ascending order of priority.

2.
If the Pre-emption Capability IE is set to "shall not trigger pre-emption", then this allocation request shall not trigger the pre-emption procedure.

3.
If the Pre-emption Vulnerability IE is set to "pre-emptable", then this connection shall be included in the pre-emption process.
4.
If the Pre-emption Vulnerability IE is set to "not pre-emptable", then this connection shall not be included in the pre-emption process.

5.
If the Priority Level IE is set to "no priority" the given values for the Pre-emption Capability IE and Pre-emption Vulnerability IE shall not be considered. Instead the values "shall not trigger pre-emption" and "not pre-emptable" shall prevail.
-
If the Allocation/Retention Priority IE is not given in the MBMS SESSION START message, the allocation request shall not trigger the pre-emption process and the connection may be pre-empted and considered to have the value "lowest" as priority level. Moreover, queuing shall not be allowed.

The UTRAN shall use the PDP Type Information IE to configure any compression algorithms.

In case of successful MBMS RAB establishment, the RNC shall include the Transport Layer Address IE and the Iu Transport Association IE in the MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message. The RNC may answer successfully even though the MBMS resources have not been established in all relevant cells.

If NNSF is active, the RNC may receive from several CN nodes for a certain MBMS Bearer Service the MBMS SESSION START message. In this case, if the RNC decides to establish the requested MBMS RAB, it shall only establish one MBMS Iu bearer and shall inform the selected CN node accordingly i.e. with MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message including the Transport Layer Address IE and the Iu Transport Association IE.

If the RNC receives from several CN nodes for a certain MBMS Bearer Service the MBMS SESSION START message and all the MBMS SESSION START messages include the RA List of Idle Mode UEs IE, the RNC shall, if supported, maintain an MBMS Iu signalling connection toward all the CN nodes and inform them accordingly i.e. with MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message and cause value "Successful MBMS Session Start - No Data Bearer Necessary" to all the CN nodes except the one, if any, towards which the RNC confirmed the successful MBMS RAB establishment.
Transmission and reception of a MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message terminate the procedure in the UTRAN and in the CN respectively.

************* Unchanged part omitted **************************************************
9.1.58
MBMS SESSION START

This message is sent by the CN to establish a MBMS Iu signalling connection and if needed a MBMS RAB.

Direction: CN ( RNC.

Signalling bearer mode: Connection oriented.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	TMGI
	M
	
	9.2.3.37
	
	YES
	reject

	MBMS Session Identifier
	M
	
	9.2.3.38
	
	YES
	reject

	MBMS Bearer Service Type
	M
	
	9.2.3.39
	
	YES
	reject

	Iu Signalling Connection Identifier
	M
	
	9.2.1.38
	
	YES
	reject

	RAB parameters
	M
	
	9.2.1.3
	
	YES
	reject

	PDP Type Information
	O
	
	9.2.1.40
	
	YES
	ignore

	MBMS Session Duration
	O
	
	9.2.3.40
	
	YES
	ignore

	MBMS Service Area
	M
	
	9.2.3.41
	
	YES
	reject

	Frequency Layer Convergence Flag
	O
	
	9.2.1.76
	
	YES
	ignore

	RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	O
	
	9.2.3.42
	
	YES
	ignore

	Global CN-ID IE
	O
	
	9.2.1.46
	
	YES
	reject


9.1.59
MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE

This message is sent by the RNC to report the successful outcome of the request from the MBMS SESSION START message.

Direction: RNC ( CN.

Signalling bearer mode: Connection oriented.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	Transport Layer Information
	O
	
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>Transport Layer Address
	M
	
	9.2.2.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	>Iu Transport Association
	M
	
	9.2.2.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	Cause
	O
	
	9.2.1.4
	
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.1.35
	
	YES
	ignore


************* Unchanged part omitted **************************************************
9.2.3.42
RA List of Idle Mode UEs

Indicates the list of RAs where idle-mode UEs interested in a given Multicast Service are.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Choice RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	
	
	
	

	> Not Empty RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	
	
	
	The same Routing Area Code must only be present once.

	>> RA of Idle Mode UEs
	
	1 to <maxMBMSRA>
	
	

	>> RAC
	M
	
	9.2.3.7
	

	>> Number of Idle Mode UEs 
	O
	
	9.2.3.xx
	

	> Empty RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	
	
	ENUMERATED (emptylist, …)
	


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxMBMSRA
	Maximum no. of Routing Areas where idle-mode UEs interested in a given Multicast Service are. The value for maxMBMSRA is 65536.


9.2.3.43
Delta RA List of Idle Mode UEs

Indicates the list of new RAs where idle-mode UEs interested in a given Multicast Service became or moved to, as well as the list of RAs where there is no interested idle-mode UEs in a given Multicast Service any longer.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Delta RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	
	
	
	The same Routing Area Code must only be present once.

	>New RA List of Idle Mode UEs
	O
	
	
	

	>> New RA of Idle Mode UEs
	
	1 to <maxMBMSRA>
	
	

	>>> RAC
	M
	
	9.2.3.7
	

	>RA List with No Idle Mode UEs Any More
	O
	
	
	

	>> RA with No Idle Mode UEs Any More
	
	1 to <maxMBMSRA>
	
	

	>>> RAC
	M
	
	9.2.3.7
	


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxMBMSRA
	Maximum no. of Routing Areas where idle-mode UEs interested in a given Multicast Service are. The value for maxMBMSRA is 65536.


************* Unchanged part omitted **************************************************
9.2.3.xx
Number of Idle Mode UEs 

Indicates the number of Idle mode UEs, which are interested in the MBMS Service and are located in the RA

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Number Of Idle Mode UEs 
	
	
	INTEGER(0..16777215)
	


9.3
Message and Information Element Abstract Syntax (with ASN.1)

9.3.0
General

RANAP ASN.1 definition conforms with [14] and [15].
The ASN.1 definition specifies the structure and content of RANAP messages. RANAP messages can contain any IEs specified in the object set definitions for that message without the order or number of occurrence being restricted by ASN.1. However, for this version of the standard, a sending entity shall construct a RANAP message according to the PDU definitions module and with the following additional rules (Note that in the following IE means an IE in the object set with an explicit id. If one IE needed to appear more than once in one object set, then the different occurrences have different IE ids):

· IEs shall be ordered (in an IE container) in the order they appear in object set definitions..

· Object set definitions specify how many times IEs may appear. An IE shall appear exactly once if the presence field in an object has value "mandatory". An IE may appear at most once if the presence field in an object has value "optional" or "conditional". If in a tabular format there is multiplicity specified for an IE (i.e. an IE list) then in the corresponding ASN.1 definition the list definition is separated into two parts. The first part defines an IE container list where the list elements reside. The second part defines list elements. The IE container list appears as an IE of its own. For this version of the standard an IE container list may contain only one kind of list elements.

If a RANAP message that is not constructed as defined above is received, this shall be considered as Abstract Syntax Error, and the message shall be handled as defined for Abstract Syntax Error in subclause 10.3.6.

Subclause 9.3 presents the Abstract Syntax of RANAP protocol with ASN.1. In case there is contradiction between the ASN.1 definition in this subclause and the tabular format in subclause 9.1 and 9.2, the ASN.1 shall take precedence, except for the definition of conditions for the presence of conditional elements, where the tabular format shall take precedence.

9.3.1
Usage of private message mechanism for non-standard use

The private message mechanism for non-standard use may be used:

-
for special operator- (and/or vendor) specific features considered not to be part of the basic functionality, i.e. the functionality required for a complete and high-quality specification in order to guarantee multivendor interoperability;

-
by vendors for research purposes, e.g. to implement and evaluate new algorithms/features before such features are proposed for standardisation.

The private message mechanism shall not be used for basic functionality. Such functionality shall be standardised.

************* Unchanged part omitted **************************************************
9.3.4
Information Element Definitions

-- **************************************************************

--

-- Information Element Definitions

--

-- **************************************************************

************* Unchanged part omitted **************************************************
RAI-ExtIEs RANAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

RAListofIdleModeUEs ::= CHOICE {


notEmptyRAListofIdleModeUEs


NotEmptyRAListofIdleModeUEs,


emptyRAListofIdleModeUEs


ENUMERATED {emptylist},


...

}

NotEmptyRAListofIdleModeUEs ::= SEQUENCE {


rAofIdleModeUEs


RAofIdleModeUEs,


iE-Extensions


ProtocolExtensionContainer { {NotEmptyRAListofIdleModeUEs-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL

}

RAofIdleModeUEs ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxMBMSRA)) OF

RAofIdleModeUEsItem

RaofIdleModeUEsItem ::= SEQUENCE {


rAC





RAC,


numberOfIdleModeUEs

NumberOfIdleModeUEs OPTIONAL,

iE-Extensions


ProtocolExtensionContainer { {RaofIdleModeUEsItem-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL

}
NumberOfIdleModeUEs ::= INTEGER (0..16777215)
RaofIdleModeUEsItem-ExtIEs RANAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NotEmptyRAListofIdleModeUEs-ExtIEs RANAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

RateControlAllowed ::= ENUMERATED {


not-allowed,


allowed

}

RedirectionCompleted
::= ENUMERATED {


redirection-completed,


...

}
RejectCauseValue ::= ENUMERATED { 


pLMN-Not-Allowed,


location-Area-Not-Allowed,


roaming-Not-Allowed-In-This-Location-Area,


no-Suitable-Cell-In-Location-Area,


gPRS-Services-Not-Allowed-In-This-PLMN,


...

}
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