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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN2 for the LS on this subject (R2-041402).

Regarding RAN2 question to reduce MBMS Service ID (TMGI) from 3-octet to 2 octet, it is SA2 preference to keep the current TMGI size decision of 3-octet as defined in TS 23.003 and other stage 3 MBMS specifications.  The reasons to keep the existing decision are:

· One PLMN might have multiple BM-SCs. If in a mature network there were more than 16 BMSCs, then 5 bits of the TMGI would be used to split the TMGI space between the servers.

· Some core network nodes implement ‘restart counters’, and these might consume 4 bits of the TMGI space. 

· Other functionality might be identified in the future that needs code space within the TMGI (note that the existing 4 octets for the TMSI are already stretched to its limit).

· Hence, 2 Octet may not provide sufficient size to support all MBMS services to be deployed

· Moreover, 3 Octet was within the recommendation received from GERAN and RAN WGs in the past to keep the TMGI within the size of P-TMSI.

2. Actions:

To RAN2, CN4, CN1 groups.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN2, CN4, and CN1 to take note of the above decision.
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