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1. Discussion and proposal

At RAN WG3#42 it was decided to change the presence of the Traffic Class IE in DCH FDD Information (TS25.423 Rel-5) from Optional to Mandatory (criticality “ignore”). This change leaves no ambiguity regarding the presence of this IE.

This contribution is to highlight one consequence of this change that was not at all discussed at RAN3#42. This is the now mandatory use of  the Traffic Class IE also for the DCHs that are there in Iur for Signalling Radio Bearers. That is, after the change of the IE presence, the Traffic Class shall be set also for DCHs conveying RRC signalling. 

Considering the available Traffic Classes, it may not be a trivial task to find a suitable class for RRC signalling. At the same time there is another mandatory IE, TrCH Source Statistics Descriptor (SSD), included in the same messages as the Traffic Class. The SSD alone is enough to indicate to the receiving node that the given DCH is to convey RRC signalling. Based on that knowledge, the DRNC can allocate the necessary resources and QoS for the DCH.

In order to avoid any interoperability problems or other unexpected behaviour related to the handling of the DCHs conveying RRC signalling (e.g., unsupported combination of TC and SSD or insufficient QoS due to a “wrong” TC value set by the SRNC) it is proposed that RAN WG3 considers the following approaches:

1. A recommendation is added in the procedure text, stating that the receiving RNC should ignore the Traffic Class IE if the TrCH Source Statistics Descriptor IE indicates “RRC”.

2. A condition is introduced in the presence of the Traffic Class IE, stating that it shall be present only when the TrCH Source Statistics Descriptor is not “RRC”.

3. The presence of the Traffic Class IE is changed back to Optional and an explanation is added in the procedure text stating that it is included only if the corresponding TrCH Source Statistics Descriptor is not “RRC”.

Provided that an agreement is reached among the proposed alternatives, Nokia volunteers to make the necessary changes in TS25.423.

