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1 Purpose

The purpose of this paper is define an approval process in order to involve RAN3 into the review of the RIM protocol under definition.

2 Introduction

The Terms of reference of RAN3 group has been updated in last RAN Pl#22 in Hawaii.

The new terms of reference of RAN3 group -as agreed from RP-030668 (RP-dec03)- are as follows:
This document contains the draft Terms of Reference for TSG-RAN Working Group 3.

RAN WG3 is responsible for:

-
Overall UTRAN architecture (25.401)

-
Synchronisation in UTRAN (25.402)

-
Stage 2 work of Work Items allocated by TSG RAN to RAN WG3

-
Iu interface protocol specifications, i.e. access stratum protocols over the Iu reference point (25.41x series)

-
Iur and Iub interface protocol specifications (25.42x and 25.43x series of specifications)

-
UTRAN Iupc interface protocol specifications (25.45x series of specifications)

-
Transport of implementation specific O&M between the Management System and Node B (25.442)

-
Application of the RANAP on the E-interface (29.108)

Furthermore, TSG RAN may allocate other tasks to RAN WG3, such as overall delay budget of the access stratum.

3 Description 

These terms of reference indicate clearly that RAN3 is responsible for specifications that involve Iu interface protocols over the Iu reference point.

The RIM protocol, that is currently under definition within GERAN group, is a generic protocol to be supported in every RAN nodes. This means that even if/though it has been decided that the RIM PDUs will consists of BSSGP PDUs, these RIM PDUs willl be vehiculed over the Iu interface on top of RANAP. These PDUs will be also generated and interpreted in the RNC in a BSSGP tabular format as agreed in the first meeting on NACC (source will adapt to target).

The RIM protocol is thus assumed to be independent of the RAN node: it is not dedicated to the BSC and limited to its narrowed scope but is equally assumed to be used in the RNC.
According to the terms of reference above, as a protocol terminated in the RNC and used over the Iu 
Interface, it falls within the scope of RAN3. 
RAN3 is therefore concerned and even committed in the definition of this protocol. Several possibilities arise for RAN3:

· participate in the definition of the protocol. This is suitable even if not mandated since the expertise of BSSGP is in GERAN,

· set-up a review and approval process should be the minimum.

4 Conclusion & Proposal   

It is proposed to define in RAN3 what will be the involvement of RAN3 in the current definition of the RIM Protocol.

It is proposed that the minimum action from RAN3 should be to review the work done by GERAN before final endorsement of the RIM specification, and once reviewed to define an approval process with GERAN.

Once made, it is consistently proposed hereby to liaise GERAN about our decision on the preferred way to go.

Note: hereattached the version of the RIM protocol under review in GERAN this week. 
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