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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on RAN Assumptions on MBMS in S2-033218. RAN3 would like to provide additional information on the progress of the work in RAN3 as well as feedback on this LS:

UE Link:

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the UE Link has to be provided to the UTRAN in another case: when the UE moves to PMM-Connected for the purpose of MBMS when an MBMS Session is active.

Registration procedure:

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that it has made the working assumption that there will not be another mechanism than the Session Start (resp. Stop) to establish (resp. Release) the Iu bearer plane. So, the Iu bearer plane is only established via the Session Start.

Session Attributes via the Iu interface:

Regarding the SGSN simplification SA2 indicated in the LS (SGSN sending the Session Start to all its RNCs), RAN3 would like to express the following concerns:

· This will generate useless Paging/notifications in all the cells of RNCs that would not receive the Session Start without this simplification. The impact on the Radio Resource usage is significant.

· Furthermore, in most cases, the reception of the Session Start will result for those RNCs in the setting up of unneeded Iu bearer planes (since only the Session Start can be used to this effect).

· The additional amount of signalling is quite significant in case of Iu flex.

As a result of the discussions, the general feeling in RAN3 is that what might appear as a simplification from a CN perspective, puts quite a burden on the RAN and also potentially on the SGSN (with the setup of useless Iu bearer planes).

It is believed by RAN3 that the simplification sought at CN level is not important enough to justify the increase of load induced on the Uu interface and network interfaces, as it goes against the primary objectives of MBMS to optimise the usage of radio resources and of network resources.
Multicast Area:

RAN3 would like to get additional clarification on the working assumption made by SA2. According to the answer provided in the LS, the Multicast Area is a set of MBMS Service Areas. Is the intention

1. to reuse existing SAIs provisioned in R99 to Rel-5 networks or

2. to reuse a similar mechanism as the one defined in R99 for SAIs, but for an MBMS SAI, which would mean extra provisioning for each cell for the purpose of MBMS?

Duration of MBMS Session:

RAN3 agrees that it would be difficult to determine the average duration of all the MBMS Sessions. However, RAN3 thinks this would be a useful information for the RNC for Radio Resource Management purpose. Thus, RAN3 would like to know whether it is possible to include this parameter in the Session Attributes when available (i.e. as an optional Information Element, which is included only when the information is known). If that is deemed feasible by SA2, could SA2 then include Session Duration as an optional Session Attribute?

Furthermore, RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on a new question on RAN Assumptions on MBMS in S2-033168. RAN3 wouId like to indicate to SA2 that discussion is still ongoing on that topic and that it will keep SA2 informed as soon as a decision is made.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTIONS: 

1. RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take into account the additional information provided in this LS.

2. Furthermore, RAN3 would like SA2 to answer the questions on Multicast Area and Duration of an MBMS Session.

3. Finally RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take into account the concerns expressed by RAN3 on the "SGSN simplification" issue.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 #38
6th – 10th October 2003
Sophia-Antipolis, France

TSG-RAN3 #39
17th – 21st November 2003
San Diego, USA

