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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN2 and RAN3 for their answers to SA2’s questions and welcomes continued work on resolving the remaining open questions related to the RAN architecture.

SA2 would like to answer the questions raised in the LS issued by the RAN2/3 ad hoc as follows:

a) RAN2/3 would like to know what the expected time between the MBMS service availability indication in the control plane and the first data in the user plane will be ? Will this time be e.g. configurable, e.g. the BMSC can be configured to sent the control plane indication 5 minutes in advance of the data ?

The BM-SC will typically be configured to send the Session Start message (notification of MBMS service availability) some time before the actual data transmission starts, so as to allow sufficient time for the bearer resources to be established throughout the network. This time can be configurable by the network operator.

b) RAN2/3 would like to know if it is expected that inbetween MBMS service availability/unavailability of transmission, it is expected to be valuable to be able to reconfigure MBMS context information (e.g. QOS parameters, BW,…).

The issue of changing the service parameters of an ongoing MBMS session was discussed by SA2. SA2’s working assumption is that the QoS at least should not change during an ongoing MBMS session, i.e. between the Session Start and the Session Stop (see TS 23.246, clause 4.4.1). Between two MBMS sessions of a same MBMS service however, the service parameters such as QoS may change; the Session Start procedure will then carry the new QoS values (note that in such case the bearer resources are released in the network between the two MBMS sessions).

2. Actions:

None

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:
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