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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA4 for informing them about their discussion on the interpretation of guaranteed bit rate.

RAN3 would like first to comment that it doesn’t consider the previous answers received from RAN3 and SA2 as contradicting as RAN3 was talking about the flexibility of its protocol RANAP for the setting of GBR on Iu and SA2 was indicating what particular setting was assumed on this particular scenario (i.e. GBR set to lowest ACS mode in Iu-CS).

RAN3 discussed further the potential issue foreseen by SA4 due to the fact that two remote ends could have different GBR settings even that the ACS selected by separate CN nodes are the same. 

According to RAN3 knowledge there are currently no protocol means foreseen on Nc interface to exchange GBR between CN nodes. If the GBR is not set to the lowest ACS mode in all CN nodes the GBR should be consequently co-ordinated via O&M for the sake of TrFO. If a TrFO call is setup between two CN nodes with different GBR setting on Iu-cs then a corresponding rate control command might fail in IuUP if the CN node with the lower GBR setting requests rate control below the GBR of the other.

As a consequence it is the feeling of RAN3 that both sides should be coordinated by O&M at CN level and that the requirement should be limited to having the same GBR for particular ACS on both ends. This at least guarantees that the requested QoS with respect to the GBR is respected in all nodes.

2. Actions:

CN4: to verify and confirm RAN3 assumptions.

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#34
17th – 21th February 2002 Sophia Antipolis, France 

RAN3#35
07th – 11th April 2002 Seoul, Korea 

