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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG RAN WG3 is aware that ITU-T/SG11 has agreed to update their Question 15, based on a “proposal to study IP connection control protocol for use in radio access networks”. In particular items 2 and 3 within the current task objectives for ITU-T/SG11 Q15 now read as follows: 

2) Develop the signalling protocol recommendations for IP-bearer control signalling protocols for use in Radio Access Networks, in response to the requirements from the question responsible for the Signalling requirements for the support of Bearer Independent Call Control Applications.

3) Develop signalling protocol interworking recommendations for interworking between AAL Type 2 bearers, IP bearers and other bearer technologies.

3GPP TSG RAN WG3 would like to inform ITU-T/SG11 that during the introduction of the “IP Transport in UTRAN" item for 3GPP Release 5 (3GPP Work Item “ETRAN-IPtrans”), it turned out that there is  Operator demand for remote interworking between ATM and IP transport on Iub, Iur and Iu connections. 

Further we like to inform ITU-T/SG11 that whilst no protocol has yet been selected for bearer control between UTRAN nodes and a (assumed) remote interworking unit, 2 case studies (documented in ref. [TR 25.933]) have been based on Q.2630 for implementation reasons, whereas one case study explicitly references the recent activities in ITU-T/SG11 (see ref. [TRQ.ALL2IP.iw] and [Q.IPALCAP]).

3GPP TSG RAN WG3 would like to encourage ITU-T SG11 to progress the work with respect to the aforementioned items of ITU-T/SG11 Q15 and look forward to an ITU-T standard solution for such combined ATM/IP scenarios in order to close this longstanding open issue.

2. Actions:

To ITU-T SG11, ACTION:
RAN WG3 would appreciate it if Study Group 11 could keep RAN3 informed on the progress of ITU-T SG11 with respect to interworking between ATM and IP, e.g. connection setup with an specialised ALCAP.
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