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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has, within the scope of the Release4 Iub/Iur aspects of UE Positioning support, introduced an information element called ‘SFN-SFN drift rate’ in both RNSAP and NBAP, to be associated to the SFN-SFN observed time difference measurement information.

In RNSAP for example this information is currently defined as:
>SFN-SFN Drift Rate
M

INTEGER(-16383..16383)
Indicates the SFN-SFN drift rate in 1/16 chip per second.

A positive value indicates that the Reference cell clock is running at a greater frequency than the measured neighbouring cell.

A similar quantity, Tutran-gps drift rate, was introduced in association with the Tutran-gps  measurement:

TUTRAN-GPS Drift Rate
M

INTEGER(-16383..16383)
Indicates the TUTRAN-GPS drift rate in 1/16 chip per second.

A positive value indicates that the UTRAN clock is running at a lower frequency than GPS clock.


During RAN3 #23 two (RNSAP and NBAP) change requests were presented in order to modify the drift rate resolution of the above measurements from 1/16 chip per second to 1/256 chip per second, with the motivation that the current resolution is very close to the absolute frequency requirement of the Node B, which makes the measured value less meaningful (better resolution motivation) and because for the case of the SFN-SFN drift rate, this information is defined in RRC with the possibility of having the proposed resolution (alignment motivation).

RAN WG3 was however not able to reach any agreement on this matter because it was felt that deciding on such issues is out of the RAN WG3 scope.

Therefore RAN WG3 kindly seeks the expertise of RAN WG4 as described in the following clause of this LS.

2. Actions:

To RAN4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN4  to investigate this issue and kindly give feedback/confirmation on the range      and granularity of the SFN-SFN drift rate and Tutran-gps drift rate information.

RAN3 would appreciate to receive an indication as soon as possible, so that any inappropriate information currently contained in the RAN3 specifications can be corrected.
To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2  to investigate this issue and kindly give feedback/confirmation on the rationale behind the RAN2 choice of the SFN-SFN drift rate information.
RAN3 would appreciate to receive an indication as soon as possible.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3_24
22nd – 26th October 2001
New York, USA.
