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RAN3 is working on Rel4 Work Item on PS domain handover for real time services. Two alternative solutions have been designed and described in detail in the attached TR 25.936 v.0.4.0 (R3-010296):

· Solution 1: Reuse of release 99 Packet Duplication mechanism

· Solution 2: Core Network bi-casting

Unfortunately RAN3 has not been able to reach consensus on selecting one of the solutions. Since there are some system wide impacts, RAN3 has the understanding that SA2 would be the most appropriate group to address this matter.

RAN3 would like to request SA2 to urgently take a decision in favour of one solution for Release 4 PS domain handover for real time services.
RAN3 has only one more meeting (RAN3#19, February 27 - March 2) before the TSG-RAN#11 plenary (March 14-16), where the WI is due to completion.

RAN3 requires to have information about SA2 decision no later than during RAN3#19 meeting (February 27- March 2).

The supporters of both solutions have agreed to provide CRs to the RAN3#19 meeting. Based on SA2 decision, one set of CRs will be agreed and sent to TSG-RAN#11 for approval (Note: Similar situation may exist for other groups on CRs that would be required for other specifications e.g. CN protocols or stage 2 descriptions). RAN3 has identified two SA2 meetings where the matter can be addressed, SA2#16 meeting on January 22-26, and SA2#17 meeting on February 27-March 2 (coincides with RAN#3, where information on the decision is needed).

RAN3 believes that all important Radio Access Network related matters that are needed to make this decision are addressed at appropriate level in TR25.936. Although RAN3 is also confident that the most important system wide and CN related matters have also been well described in this TR, RAN3 recommends that SA2 addresses those issues, possibly with the help of other related working groups (Note recent correspondence from N4 in the attached LS R3-003211_N4-001121).
