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In the RAN2#119bis-e meeting[1], following agreements have been achieved for inter-node beam activation and paging enhancement:
	Inter-node beam activation:
For inter-node beam activation, the XnAP CELL ACTIVATION procedure, and the F1AP GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE procedure are reused. 
· Over Xn interface, the CELL ACTIVATION REQUEST message may include the SSB beam list that is requested to be activated, and the CELL ACTIVATION RESPONSE message may include SSB beam list that are activated. When the receiving NG-RAN node cannot activate any of the SSB beams, it should respond with the CELL ACTIVATION FAILURE message with an appropriate cause value. 
· FFS if a new cause is needed.  The detailed IE name/encoding can be further refined. 
· Over F1 interface, the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message may include the SSB beam list that is requested to be activated, and the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE may include SSB beam list that are activated. In case the gNB-DU cannot activate any of the requested SSB beams, it should respond with the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE message with an appropriate cause value. 
· FFS if a new cause is needed. The detailed IE name/encoding can be further refined.

Paging enhancement:
It’s up to gNB’s implementation to decide to which UEs should apply the paging enhancement technique. 
The paging enhancement technique is applicable for UEs in RRC inactive state.  
Introduce the recommended SSB beam list in the F1AP paging message.  
Introduce a list of last few served SSB beam s/recommended SSB beam list as paging assistance information to the gNB-CU in UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message over F1AP. 
Send a LS to RAN2 asking feedback containing the agreements for RRC inactive UE, and to SA2 asking feedback for RRC idle UE. The above agreements can be revisited based on reply from RAN2.


In this contribution, we further discuss the FFSs with respect to new cause value for NES and paging enhancement, and the TP for 38.423 and 38.473 are provided.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]2 Discussion
2.1 New cause for NES
In RAN3#119bis meeting[1], there was discussion on introducing a new cause value for the CELL ACTIVATION FAILURE message over XnAP and GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE message over F1AP when none of the requested SSB beam(s) can be successfully activated. Several companies suggest that the new cause value can be “SSB not Available” or “SSB activation not Allowed”. Most companies were not convinced about the use case to introduce the “SSB not available” or “SSB activation not allowed”, thus no conclusion was achieved in this meeting. In our view, the cause value “SSB not available” or “SSB activation not allowed” may not needed for SSB activation failure, however, for cause values are share among several procedures, RAN3 should consider whether new cause value is needed for any other procedure. 
Consider when the cell activates the cell DTX/DRX, the cell enters NES status, NES-capable or non-NES capable UEs may not be allowed to access or HO to the NES cell, thus the gNB may refuse the handover request during handover preparation procedure or the gNB-DU may refuse the UE setup request during the UE context setup procedure. New cause value “energy saving”may need to be introduced for UE context setup failure over F1AP and handover preparation failure over XnAP.
Proposal 1: RAN3 discuss whether introduce new cause value “energy saving” for UE context setup failure over F1AP and handover preparation failure over XnAP.
In addition, consider the cell or SSB deactivation due to cell entering NES, the coverage modification indication over Xn and the assistance information sent from gNB-CU to gNB-DU for coverage modification should include the cause value “energy saving”. Thus, a new cause value “energy saving” should introduced for Coverage Modification in NG-RAN Node Configuration Update procedure over Xn as well as for CCO Assistance Information in gNB-CU Configuration Update procedure over F1.
Proposal 2: Introduce new cause value for coverage modification over F1AP as well as XnAP, and approve the TP in appendix.
2.2 Paging enhancement
RAN3 decided the paging enhancement is applicable for inactive state UEs and the spec impacts on F1 interface were determined (including introducing SSB beam list in F1AP paging message and introducing SSB beam list as paging assistance information in UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message). However, it is not clear whether it should also be applicable to idle state UEs. RAN3 has sent LS[2] to SA2 for feasibility due to the impact to CN:
	RAN3 also discussed the enhancements to restrict paging in a limited area for UEs in RRC IDLE state based on the following mechanism: 
1. The signalling procedure of the paging enhancement for UEs in RRC_IDLE state is given as follows: 
1. The last serving gNB reports a list of recommended beams (e.g., last few served SSBs) of the gNB to the AMF in UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message over NGAP
1. The AMF stores the list of recommended beams while UE is in RRC_IDLE state
1. During idle mode paging, the AMF sends the stored recommended beams back to the last serving gNB in the NGAP Paging message. 
1. To assist in NGAP Paging, it is expected that the gNB shall provide the list of recommended beams to the CN only for UEs that are known to be stationary, but it is up to gNB’s implementation to decide to which UEs the paging enhancement technique is applied. 
1. RAN3 assumes that the list of recommended beams will be transparent to AMF. 
Q2: RAN3 would respectfully like to ask SA2 if there are any issues from CN perspective with this mechanism.


In the general procedure which is assumed by RAN3, i.e., for paging enhancement for idle state UEs, the AMF shall receive a list of recommended SSBs from the last serving gNB via NGAP when releasing the UE context, store the recommended SSB list and send it back to the gNB for the UE in the subsequent paging.
However, this scheme will lead to limited effect for network energy saving due to only applicable to stationary UEs. Furthermore, idle mode UEs are the UEs with even longer period of losing connection with network compared to inactive state UEs. Although the gNB shall provide the recommended SSB list to CN only for the stationary UEs, it’s hard to determine the UEs are still stationary until the subsequent paging, thus probably the assistance information of recommended SSBs which the AMF sends back is not useful for the last serving gNB anymore, while the beam level information has to be sent over NGAP twice, which will significantly overload the NG interface. 
Observation1: Delivering the last served/recommended SSB list over NGAP for paging enhancement for idle state UEs would have limited effect while overload NG interface significantly.
On the other hand, the paging enhancement for cell level assistance information for idle state UEs has already been supported in NR. When releasing the UE context, the gNB can send the last served/recommended cell list to the CN, and then the CN can decide to perform paging optimization, i.e., indicating the assistance information with recommended cells for paging via NGAP during the subsequent paging for the UE. In our view, it’s not necessary to introduce beam level assistance information over NGAP for paging enhancement for idle state UEs given there is already cell level assistance information provided.
Proposal 3: Not introduce beam level information over NGAP for paging enhancement for idle state UEs. 
For INACTIVE mode UE, as the agreements of the last meeting, the beam level paging enhancement on F1 interface has been approved. In present spec, NG-RAN node can indicate paging for an inactive UE to the neighbor node in limited RAN notification areas or cells. To further decrease network energy consumption, paging optimization over XnAP is needed, it is similar as the paging optimization over F1AP. As the last serving node has obtained the information on UE’s movement trajectory and also be aware of UE capability and mobility status, it could determine whether to request the neigbhour node to page the UE within limited beams by including the recommended beams in the RAN paging message to the neighour nodes. For example, for the stationary UEs or UEs with low speed, the last serving node can request the neigbhour node to page UE only in the beams which cover the areas close to or overlapped with area of the last serving beam for the UE.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK20][bookmark: OLE_LINK21]Proposal 4: Introduce a recommended SSB list for paging in the RAN PAGING message over XnAP and approve the TP for 38.423 in appendix.  
3 Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following proposals:
Proposal 1: RAN3 discuss whether introduce new cause value “energy saving” for UE context setup failure over F1AP and handover preparation failure over XnAP.
Proposal 2: Introduce new cause value for coverage modification over F1AP as well as XnAP and approve the TP in appendix.
Observation1: Delivering the last served/recommended SSB list over NGAP for paging enhancement for idle state UEs would have limited effect while overload NG interface significantly.
Proposal 3: Not introduce beam level information over NGAP for paging enhancement for idle state UEs.
Proposal 4: Introduce a recommended SSB list for paging in the RAN PAGING message over XnAP and approve the TP for 38.423 in appendix.
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5 Appendix
[bookmark: _Hlk141878519]5.1 Text proposal for 38.423
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Start of change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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The purpose of the RAN Paging procedure is to enable the NG-RAN node1 to request paging of a UE in the NG-RAN node2.
The procedure uses non UE-associated signalling.
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Figure 8.2.5.2-1: RAN Paging: successful operation
The RAN Paging procedure is triggered by the NG-RAN node1 by sending the RAN PAGING message to the NG-RAN node2, in which the necessary information e.g. UE RAN Paging Identity should be provided.
If the Paging Priority IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 may use it to prioritize paging.
If the Assistance Data for RAN Paging IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 may use it according to TS 38.300 [9].
If the UE Radio Capability for Paging IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 may use it to apply specific paging schemes.
If the Extended UE Identity Index Value IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 may use it according to TS 36.304 [34]. When available, NG-RAN node1 may include the Extended UE Identity Index Value IE in the RAN PAGING message towards an ng-eNB (e.g. NG-RAN node2). 
When available, the NG-RAN node1 shall include the E-UTRA Paging eDRX Information IE in the RAN PAGING message towards the NG-RAN node2. If the E-UTRA Paging eDRX Information IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 36.304 [34].
When available, the NG-RAN node1 shall include the UE Specific DRX IE in the RAN PAGING message towards the NG-RAN node2. If the UE specific DRX IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 36.304 [34].
When available, the NG-RAN node1 shall include the NR Paging eDRX Information IE in the RAN PAGING message towards the NG-RAN node2. If the NR Paging eDRX Information IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 38.304 [33].
If the NR Paging eDRX Information for RRC INACTIVE IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 38.304 [33].
When available, the NG-RAN node1 shall include the Paging Cause IE in the RAN PAGING message towards the NG-RAN node2. If the Paging Cause IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 38.331 [10].
If the PEIPS Assistance Information IE is included in the RAN PAGING message, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 38.300 [9].
If the Recommended SSBs for paging IE is included in the RAN PAGING message and if the NG-RAN is a gNB, the NG-RAN node2 shall, if supported, use it according to TS 38.300 [9].
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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This message is sent by a NG-RAN node to a neighbouring NG-RAN node to transfer updated information for an Xn-C interface instance.
Direction: NG-RAN node1  NG-RAN node2.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.3.1
	
	YES
	reject

	TAI Support List
	O
	
	9.2.3.20
	List of supported TAs and associated characteristics.
	GLOBAL
	reject

	CHOICE Initiating NodeType
	M
	
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>gNB
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>Served Cells To Update NR
	O
	
	9.2.2.15
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Cell Assistance Information NR
	O
	
	9.2.2.17
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Cell Assistance Information E-UTRA
	O
	
	9.2.2.43
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Served Cell Specific Info Request
	O
	
	9.2.2.102
	
	YES
	ignore

	>ng-eNB
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>Served Cells to Update E-UTRA
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK357]O
	
	9.2.2.16
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Cell Assistance Information NR
	O
	
	9.2.2.17
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Cell Assistance Information E-UTRA
	O
	
	9.2.2.43
	
	YES
	ignore

	TNLA To Add List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>TNLA To Add Item
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociations>
	
	
	–
	

	>>TNLA Transport Layer Information
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Information
9.2.3.31
	CP Transport Layer Information of NG-RAN node1
	–
	

	>> TNL Association Usage
	M
	
	9.2.3.84
	
	–
	

	TNLA To Update List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>TNLA To Update Item
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociations>
	
	
	–
	

	>>TNLA Transport Layer Information
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Information
9.2.3.31
	CP Transport Layer Information of NG-RAN node1
	–
	

	>> TNL Association Usage
	O
	
	9.2.3.84
	
	–
	

	TNLA To Remove List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>TNLA To Remove Item
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociations>
	
	
	–
	

	>>TNLA Transport Layer Information
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Information
9.2.3.31
	CP Transport Layer Information of NG-RAN node1
	–
	

	Global NG-RAN Node ID
	O
	
	9.2.2.3
	
	YES
	reject

	AMF Region Information To Add
	O
	
	AMF Region Information 9.2.3.83
	List of all added AMF Regions to which the NG-RAN node belongs.
	YES
	reject

	AMF Region Information To Delete
	O
	
	AMF Region Information 9.2.3.83
	List of all deleted AMF Regions to which the NG-RAN node belongs.
	YES
	reject

	Interface Instance Indication
	O
	
	9.2.2.39
	
	YES
	reject

	TNL Configuration Info
	O
	
	9.2.3.96
	
	YES
	ignore

	Coverage Modification List
	
	0 .. 1
	
	List of cells with modified coverage.
	GLOBAL
	reject

	>Coverage Modification Item
	
	0 .. <maxnoofCellsinNG-RAN node>
	
	
	–
	

	>>Global NG-RAN Cell Identity
	M
	
	Global NG-RAN Cell Identity
9.2.2.27
	NG-RAN Cell Global Identifier of the cell to be modified.
	–
	

	>>Cell Coverage State
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..63, …)
	Value '0' indicates that the cell is inactive. Other values Indicates that the cell is active and also indicates the coverage configuration of the concerned cell.
	–
	

	>>Cell Deployment Status Indicator
	O
	
	ENUMERATED(pre-change-notification, ...)
	Indicates the Cell Coverage State is planned to be used at the next reconfiguration.
	–
	

	>>Cell Replacing Info
	C-ifCellDeploymentStatusIndicatorPresent
	
	
	
	–
	

	>>>Replacing Cells
	
	0 .. <maxnoofCellsinNG-RAN node>
	
	
	–
	

	>>>>Global NG-RAN Cell Identity
	
	
	Global NG-RAN Cell Identity
9.2.2.27
	NG-RAN Cell Global Identifier of a cell that may replace all or part of the coverage of the cell to be modified.
	–
	

	>>SSB Coverage Modification List
	
	0.. 1
	
	List of SSB beams with modified coverage.
	–
	

	>>>SSB Coverage Modification Item
	
	0..<maxnoofSSBAreas>
	
	
	–
	

	>>>>SSB Index
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..63)
	Identifier of the SSB beam to be modified.
	–
	

	>>>>SSB Coverage State
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..15, …)
	Value '0' indicates that the SSB beam is inactive. Other values Indicates that the SSB beam is active and also indicates the coverage configuration of the concerned SSB beam.
	–
	

	>>Coverage Modification Cause
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (coverage, cell edge capacity, energy saving...)
	Indicates the reason for the coverage modification in NG-RAN node1.
	YES
	ignore

	Local NG-RAN Node Identifier
	O
	
	9.2.2.101
	
	YES
	ignore

	Neighbour NG-RAN Node List
	
	0..<maxnoofNeighbourNG-RAN nodes>
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>Global NG-RAN Node ID
	M
	
	9.2.2.3
	
	–
	

	>Local NG-RAN Node Identifier
	M
	
	9.2.2.101
	
	–
	

	Local NG-RAN Node Identifier Removal
	O
	
	Local NG-RAN Node Identifier
9.2.2.101
	
	YES
	ignore



<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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The RAN Paging Area IE defines the paging area within a PLMN for RAN paging a UE in RRC_INACTIVE state.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	PLMN Identity
	M
	
	9.2.2.4
	

	CHOICE RAN Paging Area Choice
	M
	
	
	

	>Cell List
	
	
	
	

	>>Cell List Item
	
	1 .. < maxnoofCellsinRNA>
	
	

	>>>NG-RAN Cell Identity
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK48]M
	
	9.2.2.9
	In this version of the specification, the RAN paging area should contain NG-RAN cells of the same RAT type.

	>>> Recommended SSBs for paging
	
	0..1
	
	Includes the recommended SSBs where the paging is performed.

	>>>> Recommened SSBs Item
	
	1..<maxnoofSSBAreas>
	
	

	>>>>> SSB Index
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..63)
	

	>RAN Area ID List
	
	
	
	

	>>RAN Area ID List Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoofRanAreasinRNA>
	
	

	>>>RAN Area ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.39
	



	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofSSBAreas
	Maximum no. SSB Areas that can be served by a NG-RAN node cell. Value is 64.


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
ASN.1 will be added after the solution is agreed.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
5.2 Text proposal for 38.473
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Start of change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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This IE indicates the Capacity and Coverage (CCO) actions for specific CCO issues detected.
	[1] IE/Group Name
	[2] Presence
	[3] Range
	[4] IE type and reference
	[5] Semantics description

	CCO issue detection
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (coverage, cell edge capacity, energy saving ...)
	Indicates the type of CCO issue detected

	Affected Cells and Beams
	O
	
	9.3.1.212
	


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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