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1 Introduction
During RAN3-120 The TP in R3-233429 was agreed on the basis of the following minuted agreement.
To include the partially allowed S-NSSAI over NGAP in messages where the Allowed NSSAI is sent and to encode the partially allowed S-NSSAI separately from an Allowed S-NSSAI.
In R3-233429 a new IE named Partially Allowed NSSAI is introduced over the NGAP in all messages where the Allowed NSSAI is signalled. 
This Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is encoded in the same way as the Allowed NSSAI and in fact, it has a similar functionality. Namely, the Partially Allowed NSSAI, just like the Allowed NSSAI, enables the RAN to perform slice-based mobility also taking partially allowed slices into account, assuming that radio conditions towards potential targets are acceptable. Of course, the difference between the Allowed NSSAI and the Partially Allowed NSSAI is that the first lists network slices that are allowed in the whole registration area, while the second lists network slices that are allowed in some of the TAs in the registration area. 
Conclusion 1: The NG-RAN uses the Allowed NSSAI and the Partially Allowed NSSAI for the same functionality, namely to enable slice-based mobility. 
However, with the introduction of the Partially Allowed NSSAI, slice-based mobility becomes a more complex problem. That is because the NG-RAN has two lists of slices the UE may be allowed to access in potential mobility target cells, and the list may contain slices that it is not possible to support at the same time. 
Identifying the best mobility target cell from a radio point of view remains the main criteria for handover target selection. However, if such target has to support specific slices, handover target selection becomes a complex exercise that can be based on two main criteria:  the number of slices with open PDU sessions that the target node can support and the number of slices contained in the Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI that the target node can support. It is not known in RAN which slices are preferred for the UE in case there is no target node that can support all slices, it is expected that slices with open PDU sessions will be prioritized, but that method might exclude cells supporting slices that are preferred, but currently not available to the UE.

Conclusion 2: With the introduction of the Partially Allowed NSSAI, slice-based handover target selection becomes more complex. The only criteria to select an optimal mobility target, so far, is to maximise the number of slices the target node can support with open PDU sessions, or slices the target node can support that are also contained in the Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI. However, such approach might exclude slices that are preferred for the UE.
In R17 a Target NSSAI was introduced that provide a set of slices that are prioritized for the UE. When the Target NSSAI is used, it is required that there are target nodes that are able to serve the slices of the target NSSAI at the same time. Also, a Target RFSP is provided that indicates a frequency where the slices can be supported. With this feature, the task of slice based mobility is simplified for RAN, and the CN is able to indicate what slices are most important for the UE. 
Conclusion 3: Slice based mobility based on Target NSSAI is not as complex as when based on Allowed and Partially Allowed NSSAI, and the CN is able to inform RAN of what slices are of high importance to the UE, and the frequency bands where to find these slices.

Below we provide our feedback and way forward on the topics above.
2 Discussion
2.1 Signalling of the Partially Allowed NSSAI over the XnAP
During RAN3-121 the following open point was captured:
It is also agreed the Partially allowed NSSAI IE is not needed in the Xn Handover Request because for the propagation between gNBs, the information can be obtained by gNB via Path Switch Acknowledge message.
When the sentence above was discussed in RAN3, the group was very closed to agreeing on it. However, some companies wanted to check on this point, hence the agreement has been turned into a “to be continued”.
To clarify on this topic, as described in Section 1, the Partially Allowed NSSAI has the same functionality as the Allowed NSSAI. 
The Allowed NSSAI is not signalled over the XnAP because, when a UE moves to a mobility target cell, the AMF is mandated to signal the Allowed NSSAI to the target NG-RAN in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE. 
This mechanism was put in place to ensure that the Allowed NSSAI available at the mobility target would be always up to date, even in cases where the UE is moving across different registration areas. 
In fact, in the case of inter RA mobility, the Allowed NSSAI may be different between source RA and target RA. Hence, forwarding the Allowed NSSAI over the XnAP would have negative effects because the Allowed NSSAI forwarded by the source NG-RAN may not be valid anymore. 
Conclusion 4: The Allowed NSSAI is not signalled over the XnAP because the AMF signals the Allowed NSSAI to the target NG-RAN during every mobility procedure.
The above applies also to the Partially Allowed NSSAI. Namely, the Partially Allowed NSSAI has been included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and in the HANDOVER REQUEST message with the intention to provide to the target NG-RAN always an up-to-date list of the valid partially allowed network slices. There is no need to signal the Partially Allowed NSSAI over the XnAP. Indeed, this could have negative effects because it might lead to signalling of invalid information to the target NG-RAN. 
Proposal 1: It is proposed to turn the following into agreement:
It is agreed that the Partially allowed NSSAI IE is not signalled over the Xn: Handover Request because the Partially Allowed NSSAI is signalled by the AMF to the target NG-RAN via the Xn: Path Switch Request Acknowledge message.
Moreover, it is agreed to add procedure text to all the NGAP messages where the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE was added. Taking the NGAP PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message as an example, the procedure text we proto be added is as follows:
“If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE”
Proposal 2: It is proposed to add procedure text to all the NGAP messages where the Partially Allowed NSSAI has been added. Taking as an example the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the proposed procedure text to be added is as follows:
“If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE”
2.2 Enhancing Slice Based Mobility
The Partially Allowed NSSAI, together with the Allowed NSSAI, are supposed to enable the RAN to take mobility decisions that would also consider slice availability at the target cell.
To achieve slice-based mobility, a source NG-RAN node would have to first of all identify mobility targets that are suitable from a radio point of view. Then, the source RAN would have to select a mobility target cell that supports as many slices included in the Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI as possible, while maintaining connectivity for slices with open PDU sessions.
However, as already pointed out in Section 1, this approach may reveal to be sub-optimal. The reason is that this approach is not able to take into account which slices are of highest importance to the UE, or slices that are highly likely to be selected frequently/periodically by the UE. 
Figure 1 shows an example of how slice-based mobility may result in sub-optimal mobility target selection decisions.



Figure1: Example of Mobility Target selection not taking UE’s slice preference into account

Figure 1 shows how a source NG-RAN node that tries to maximise the number of slices supported in a candidate target cell that are also included in the Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI may incur in the sub-optimal decision of handing over a UE to a target cell which does not support preferred slices for the UE.
To resolve this issue, we propose to enhance the usage of the Target NSSAI.
The Target NSSAI is defined in TS23.501 as follows:
Target NSSAI: NSSAI provided by the Serving PLMN to the NG-RAN to cause the NG-RAN to attempt to steer the UE to a cell supporting the Network Slices identified by the S-NSSAIs in this NSSAI.
 
Therefore, the Target NSSAI is “the” tool to enable the NG-RAN to perform optimal slice-based mobility. In fact, the Target NSSAI can include a selected list of S-NSSAIs which can be chosen based on their importance. Therefore, the Target NSSAI can guide the NG-RAN to perform optimal slice-based mobility because the NG-RAN is tasked to find a mobility target that supports specifically selected and preferred slices.
Conclusion 5: The Target NSSAI is an appropriate tool to enable optimal slice-based mobility because it enables the NG-RAN to find a mobility target that supports specifically selected and preferred slices
However, the Target NSSAI is currently subject to unnecessary limitations. In TS23.501 it is stated:
The Target NSSAI includes at least one S-NSSAI from the Requested NSSAI not available in the current TA, but available in another TA in different frequency band possibly overlapping with the current TA, and optionally additional S-NSSAIs from the Requested NSSAI that are configured to be available within the same TAs as the S-NSSAIs not available in the current TA.
The above sentence sets a requirement where the Target NSSAI shall include at least one S-NSSAI from the Requested NSSAI not available in the current TA. This leaves flexibility in using the Target NSSAI to steer UEs towards TAs where preferred slices are served even if a slice rejection does not take place. However, in the same section of TS23.501 it is also stated:
The Target NSSAI shall only include S-NSSAIs that can be provided in an Allowed NSSAI, or in an Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI, for the UE. The Target NSSAI includes at least one Rejected S-NSSAI and may include e.g.: 

The last sentence unnecessarily restricts the usage of the Target NSSAI and deprives it of its most useful function, which is to steer UEs towards their preferred slices, independently of whether a slice rejection happens.
We believe this restriction is unnecessary.
If the Target NSSAI is the tool to enable the RAN to perform optimal slice based mobility, why should it not be possible to use the Target NSSAI in any case, even without the occurrence of a slice rejection? 
We believe that such restriction should be lifted so to enable the Target NSSAI to be signalled to the NG-RAN at any point in time, to provide assistance information to the NG-RAN that would take high priority slices into account for the sake of performing optimal mobility decisions. 
With this approach, the issue identified in Figure 1 would disappear, as shown in Figure 2.  


Figure2: Example of optimal Mobility Target selection taking into account preferred slices

It can be seen from Figure 2 that the Source NG-RAN is able to steer the UE towards Target Cell 2 because Target Cell 2 supports the network slices indicated in the Target NSSAI. Such network slices are included in the Target NSSAI because they are considered of high importance for the UE.

We therefore propose to send an LS to SA2 to state the benefits of the described enhancements to the Target NSSAI and to ask feedback about this approach.

Proposal 3: The AMF should be able to signal the Target NSSAI to the NG-RAN at any point in time for the purpose of enabling the NG-RAN to perform optimal slice-based mobility decisions. It should not be required that the Target NSSAI shall include a Rejected NSSAI.
Proposal 4: Send an LS to SA2 to state the benefits of enhancing the Target NSSAI usage and to request feedback on the solution described in Proposal 3
Conclusion
In this paper open points and new aspects connected with the introduction of the Partially Allowed NSSAI have been analysed. The following Conclusions and Proposals have been identified:
Conclusion 1: The NG-RAN uses the Allowed NSSAI and the Partially Allowed NSSAI for the same functionality, namely to enable slice-based mobility. 
Conclusion 2: With the introduction of the Partially Allowed NSSAI, slice-based handover target selection becomes more complex. The only criteria to select an optimal mobility target, so far, is to maximise the number of slices the target node can support with open PDU sessions, or slices the target node can support that are also contained in the Allowed NSSAI and Partially Allowed NSSAI. However, such approach might exclude slices that are preferred for the UE
Conclusion 3: Slice based mobility based on Target NSSAI is not as complex as when based on Allowed and Partially Allowed NSSAI, and the CN is able to inform RAN of what slices are of high importance to the UE, and the frequency bands where to find these slices.

Conclusion 4: The Allowed NSSAI is not signalled over the XnAP because the AMF signals the Allowed NSSAI to the target NG-RAN during every mobility procedure.
Proposal 1: It is proposed to turn the following into agreement:
It is agreed that the Partially allowed NSSAI IE is not signalled over the Xn: Handover Request because the Partially Allowed NSSAI is signalled by the AMF to the target NG-RAN via the Xn: Path Switch Request Acknowledge message.
Proposal 2: It is proposed to add procedure text to all the NGAP messages where the Partially Allowed NSSAI has been added. Taking as an example the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the proposed procedure text to be added is as follows:
“If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE”
Conclusion 5: The Target NSSAI is an appropriate tool to enable optimal slice-based mobility because it enables the NG-RAN to find a mobility target that supports specifically selected and preferred slices
Proposal 3: The AMF should be able to signal the Target NSSAI to the NG-RAN at any point in time for the purpose of enabling the NG-RAN to perform optimal slice-based mobility decisions. It should not be required that the Target NSSAI shall include a Rejected NSSAI.
Proposal 4: Send an LS to SA2 to state the benefits of enhancing the Target NSSAI usage and to request feedback on the solution described in Proposal 3
A TP to TS38.413 and a draft LS to SA5 are in the annex.
Annex 1: TP to TS38.413
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The purpose of the Initial Context Setup procedure is to establish the necessary overall initial UE context at the NG-RAN node, when required, including PDU session context, the Security Key, Mobility Restriction List, UE Radio Capability and UE Security Capabilities, etc. The AMF may initiate the Initial Context Setup procedure if a UE-associated logical NG-connection exists for the UE or if the AMF has received the RAN UE NGAP ID IE in an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message or if the NG-RAN node has already initiated a UE-associated logical NG-connection by sending an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message via another NG interface instance. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
For signalling only connections and if the UE Context Request IE is not received in the Initial UE Message, the AMF may be configured to trigger the procedure for all NAS procedures or on a per NAS procedure basis depending on operator’s configuration.
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Figure 8.3.1.2-1: Initial context setup: successful operation
In case of the establishment of a PDU session the 5GC shall be prepared to receive user data before the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE message has been received by the AMF. If no UE-associated logical NG-connection exists, the UE-associated logical NG-connection shall be established at reception of the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message.
The INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message shall contain the Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE, if available in the AMF.
If the NAS-PDU IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall pass it transparently towards the UE.
If the Masked IMEISV IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to determine the characteristics of the UE for subsequent handling.
Upon receipt of the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message the NG-RAN node shall
-	attempt to execute the requested PDU session configuration;
-	store the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context, and use the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate for Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9];
-	store the received Mobility Restriction List in the UE context;
-	store the received UE Radio Capability in the UE context;
-	store the received Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9];
-	store the received UE Security Capabilities in the UE context;
-	store the received Security Key in the UE context and, if the NG-RAN node is required to activate security for the UE, take this security key into use;
-	if supported, store the received SRVCC Operation Possible in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.216 [31];
-	store the received NR V2X Services Authorization information, if supported, in the UE context;
-	store the received LTE V2X Services Authorization information, if supported, in the UE context;
-	store the received NR UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate, if supported, in the UE context, and use it for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for NR V2X services;
-	store the received LTE UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate, if supported, in the UE context, and use it for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for LTE V2X services;
-	store the received PC5 QoS Parameters, if supported, in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.287 [33];
-	store the received Management Based MDT PLMN List information, if supported, in the UE context;
-	if supported, store the received IAB Authorization information in the UE context, and use it accordingly for the IAB-MT;
[bookmark: _Hlk99389284]-	store the received 5G ProSe Authorization information in the UE context, if supported, and use it for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for 5G ProSe services;
-	store the 5G ProSe UE PC5 Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context, if supported, and use it for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for 5G ProSe services;
-	store the 5G ProSe PC5 QoS Parameters, if supported, in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.304 [47].
For the Initial Context Setup an initial value for the Next Hop Chaining Count is stored in the UE context.
If the PDU Session Resource Setup Request List IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall behave the same as defined in the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure. The NG-RAN node shall report to the AMF in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE message the result for each PDU session resource requested to be setup as defined in the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure.
If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE.
Upon reception of the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transfer transparently the PDU Session Resource Setup Response Transfer IE or PDU Session Resource Setup Unsuccessful Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session. In case the splitting PDU session is not used by the NG-RAN node, the SMF should remove the Additional Transport Layer Information, if any.
The NG-RAN node shall use the information in the Mobility Restriction List IE if present in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message to
-	determine a target for subsequent mobility action for which the NG-RAN node provides information about the target of the mobility action towards the UE;
-	select a proper SCG during dual connectivity operation;
-	assign proper RNA(s) for the UE when moving the UE to RRC_INACTIVE state.
If the Mobility Restriction List IE is not contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE except for the PNI NPN mobility as described in TS 23.501 [9]. The NG-RAN node shall also consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE when:
-	one of the QoS flows includes a particular ARP value (TS 23.501 [9]).
The NG-RAN node shall consider that roaming or access to CAG cells is only allowed if the Allowed PNI-NPN List IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Trace Activation IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate the requested trace function as described in TS 32.422 [11]. In particular, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK63][bookmark: OLE_LINK64]-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT and Trace", initiate the requested trace session and MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [11];
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only", "Logged MDT only", initiate the requested MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [11] and the NG-RAN node shall ignore the Interfaces To Trace IE and the Trace Depth IE;
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Location Information IE within the MDT Configuration IE, store this information and take it into account in the requested MDT session;
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Signalling Based MDT PLMN List IE within the MDT Configuration IE, the NG-RAN node may use it to propagate the MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Bluetooth Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the WLAN Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Sensor Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Configuration IE and if the NG-RAN node is a gNB at least the MDT Configuration-NR IE shall be present, while if the NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB at least the MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE shall be present.
If the UE Security Capabilities IE included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message only contains the EIA0 or NIA0 algorithm as defined in TS 33.501 [13] and if the EIA0 or NIA0 algorithm is defined in the configured list of allowed integrity protection algorithms in the NG-RAN node (TS 33.501 [13]), the NG-RAN node shall take it into use and ignore the keys received in the Security Key IE.
If the QMC Configuration Information IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it for QoE management, as described in TS 38.300 [8].
If the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it for the RRC_INACTIVE state decision and RNA configuration for the UE and RAN paging if any for a UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. If the MICO All PLMN IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the registration area for the UE is the full PLMN and ignore the TAI List for RRC Inactive IE. If the Paging Cause Indication for Voice Service IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store and use it as specified in 38.300 [8]. If the PEIPS Assistance Information IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it for paging subgrouping the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8].
If the CN Assisted RAN Parameters Tuning IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node may use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context.
If the Emergency Fallback Indicator IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, it indicates that the UE context to be set up is subject to emergency service fallback as described in TS 23.501 [9] and the NG-RAN node may, if supported, take the appropriate mobility actions. 
If the Old AMF IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall consider that this UE-associated logical NG-connection was redirected to this AMF from another AMF identified by the Old AMF IE.
If the Redirection for Voice EPS Fallback IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it in a subsequent decision of EPS fallback for voice as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the Location Reporting Request Type IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node should perform the requested location reporting functionality for the UE as described in subclause 8.12.
[bookmark: _Hlk512438381]If the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Extended Connected Time IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Differentiation Information IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context for further use according to TS 23.501 [9].
If the CE-mode-B Restricted IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is not set to "restricted" and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction information stored in the UE context is not set to "restricted", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9]. 
If the UE User Plane CIoT Support Indicator IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and consider that User Plane CIoT 5GS Optimisation as specified in TS 23.501 [9] is supported for the UE. 
If the Management Based MDT PLMN List IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to allow subsequent selection of the UE for management based MDT defined in TS 32.422 [11].
If the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message contains the UE Radio Capability ID IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and TS 23.502 [10].
For each PDU session, if the PDU Session Expected UE Activity Behaviour IE is included in the INTIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, handle this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Time Synchronisation Assistance Information IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Target NSSAI Information IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node may use this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Slice Maximum Bit Rate List IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the received UE Slice Maximum Bit Rate List in the UE context, and use it for each S-NSSAI for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
Interactions with Initial UE Message procedure:
The NG-RAN node shall use the AMF UE NGAP ID IE and RAN UE NGAP ID IE received in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message as identification of the logical connection even if the RAN UE NGAP ID IE had been allocated in an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message sent over a different NG interface instance.
Interactions with RRC Inactive Transition Report procedure:
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message and set to "subsequent state transition report", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send the RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message to the AMF to report the RRC state of the UE when the UE enters or leaves RRC_INACTIVE state.
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Figure 8.3.1.3-1: Initial context setup: unsuccessful operation
If the NG-RAN node is not able to establish an NG UE context, it shall consider the procedure as failed and reply with the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message.
If the PDU Session Resource Setup Request List IE is contained in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall report to the AMF, in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message, the unsuccessful establishment result for each PDU session resource requested to be setup as defined in the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure.
Upon reception of the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transfer transparently the PDU Session Resource Setup Unsuccessful Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session and may consider that the NAS PDU included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message was not delivered.
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If the supported algorithms for encryption defined in the Encryption Algorithms IE in the UE Security Capabilities IE, plus the mandated support of EEA0 and NEA0 in all UEs (TS 33.501 [13]), do not match any allowed algorithms defined in the configured list of allowed encryption algorithms in the NG-RAN node (TS 33.501 [13]), the NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message.
If the supported algorithms for integrity defined in the Integrity Protection Algorithms IE in the UE Security Capabilities IE, plus the mandated support of the EIA0 and NIA0 algorithm in all UEs (TS 33.501 [13]), do not match any allowed algorithms defined in the configured list of allowed integrity protection algorithms in the NG-RAN node (TS 33.501 [13]), the NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message.

Next Changes
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Figure 8.4.2.2-1: Handover resource allocation: successful operation
The AMF initiates the procedure by sending the HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target NG-RAN node.
If the Masked IMEISV IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to determine the characteristics of the UE for subsequent handling.
Upon receipt of the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall
-	attempt to execute the requested PDU session configuration and associated security;
-	store the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context, and use the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate for all Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9];
-	store the received Mobility Restriction List in the UE context;
-	store the received UE Security Capabilities in the UE context;
-	store the received Security Context in the UE context and take it into use as defined in TS 33.501 [13];
-	if supported, store the received UE Slice Maximum Bit Rate List in the UE context and use the received UE Slice Maximum Bit Rate List for each S-NSSAI for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
Upon reception of the UE History Information IE, which is included within the Source to Target Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall collect the information defined as mandatory in the UE History Information IE and shall, if supported, collect the information defined as optional in the UE History Information IE, for as long as the UE stays in one of its cells, and store the collected information to be used for future handover preparations.
Upon receiving the PDU Session Resource Setup List IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall behave the same as defined in the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure. The target NG-RAN node shall report to the AMF in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the result for each PDU session resource requested to be setup. In particular, for each PDU session resource successfully setup, it shall include the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE containing the following information:
-	The list of QoS flows which have been successfully established in the QoS Flow Setup Response List IE.
-	The Data Forwarding Accepted IE if the data forwarding for the QoS flow is accepted.
-	The list of QoS flows which have failed to be established, if any, in the QoS Flow Failed to Setup List IE.
-	The UP transport layer information to be used for the PDU session.
-	The security result associated to the PDU session.
[bookmark: _Hlk527048006]-	The redundant UP transport layer information to be used for the redundant transmission for the PDU session.
For each PDU session resource which failed to be setup, the Handover Resource Allocation Unsuccessful Transfer IE shall be included in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message containing a cause value that should be precise enough to enable the SMF to know the reason for the unsuccessful establishment. 
For each PDU session included in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, if the Current QoS Parameters Set Index IE is included for a QoS flow in the QoS Flow Setup Response List IE within the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE the SMF shall consider it as the currently fulfilled QoS parameters set among the alternative QoS parameters for the involved QoS flow.
Upon reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transfer transparently the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE or Handover Resource Allocation Unsuccessful Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains the Data Forwarding Not Possible IE associated with a given PDU session within the Handover Request Transfer IE set to "data forwarding not possible", the target NG-RAN node may not include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE and for intra-system handover the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message for that PDU session.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains the Redundant PDU Session Information IE associated with a given PDU session within the Handover Request Transfer IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the received information in the UE context and use it for redundant PDU session setup as specified in TS38.300 [8] and TS 23.501 [9]. If the PDU Session Type IE is set to “ethernet” and the redundancy requirement is fulfilled using a secondary NG-RAN node, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, include the Global RAN Node ID of Secondary NG-RAN Node IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message. If the PDU Session Pair ID IE is included in the Redundant PDU Session Information IE, the NG-RAN node may use it to identify the paired PDU sessions.
For each PDU session for which the Global RAN Node ID of Secondary NG-RAN Node IE is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the SMF shall, if supported, handle this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the downlink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow for which the DL Forwarding IE is set to "DL forwarding proposed", it may include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE as forwarding tunnel for the QoS flows listed in the QoS Flow Setup Response List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the uplink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow for which the UL Forwarding IE is set to "UL forwarding proposed", it may include the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE for the PDU session within the PDU Session Resource Admitted List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
In case of intra-system handover, for each PDU session for which the Additional DL UP TNL Information for HO List IE is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the SMF shall consider the included Additional DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE as the downlink termination point for the associated flows indicated in the Additional QoS Flow Setup Response List IE for this PDU session split in different tunnels and shall consider the Additional DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE, if included, as the forwarding tunnel associated to these QoS flows.
In case of intra-system handover, for each PDU session for which the Additional UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the SMF shall consider it as the termination points for the uplink forwarding tunnels for this PDU session split in different tunnels. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK47][bookmark: OLE_LINK48]In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the data forwarding for a successfully configured DRB, the target NG-RAN node may include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for the DRB within the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node receives the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE set to "direct path available" within the PDU Session Resource Setup Request Transfer IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assign the UP Transport Layer Information for intra-system direct data forwarding from the appropriate address space, if applicable.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for a given DRB in the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE, it indicates the target NG-RAN node has requested the forwarding of uplink data for the DRB.
[bookmark: _Hlk5940468]In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN, if the PDU Session Resource Setup Request Transfer IE contains the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE set to "direct path available", the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, and if it accepts downlink data forwarding for the QoS flows mapped to an E-RAB of an admitted PDU session, include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Data Forwarding Response E-RAB List IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message for that mapped E-RAB.
In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN, the target NG-RAN node includes the Data Forwarding Accepted IE for each QoS flow that the DL Forwarding IE is set to "DL forwarding proposed" for the corresponding E-RAB in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE and that the target NG-RAN node has admitted the proposed forwarding of downlink data for the QoS flow. If indirect data forwarding is applied for inter-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the downlink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow of an admitted PDU session it shall include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the PDU Session Resource Setup Response Transfer IE for that PDU session within the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK69]In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN with direct forwarding, if the target NG-RAN node receives the SgNB UE X2AP ID IE in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE, it may use it for internal forwarding as described in TS 37.340 [32].
In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN, if the target cell is a CAG cell, the target NG-RAN node shall include the NPN Access Information IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, and the AMF shall consider that the included information is associated to the target cell and to the UE’s serving PLMN identity, and use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9]. 
The target NG-RAN node shall use the information in the Mobility Restriction List IE if present in the HANDOVER REQUEST message to
-	determine a target for subsequent mobility action for which the target NG-RAN node provides information about the target of the mobility action towards the UE;
-	select a proper SCG during dual connectivity operation;
-	assign proper RNA(s) for the UE when moving the UE to RRC_INACTIVE state.
If the Mobility Restriction List IE is not contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE except for the PNI NPN mobility as described in TS 23.501 [9]. The target NG-RAN node shall also consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE when:
-	one of the QoS flows includes a particular ARP value (TS 23.501 [9]).
The NG-RAN node shall consider that roaming or access to CAG cells is only allowed if the Allowed PNI-NPN List IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Trace Activation IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate the requested trace function as described in TS 32.422 [11]. In particular, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported:
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT and Trace", initiate the requested trace session and MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [11];
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only", "Logged MDT only", initiate the requested MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [11] and the target NG-RAN node shall ignore the Interfaces To Trace IE and the Trace Depth IE;
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Location Information IE within the MDT Configuration IE, store this information and take it into account in the requested MDT session;
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Signalling Based MDT PLMN List IE within the MDT Configuration IE, the NG-RAN node may use it to propagate the MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Bluetooth Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the WLAN Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the Sensor Measurement Configuration IE within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [41].
-	if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Configuration IE and if the NG-RAN node is a gNB at least the MDT Configuration-NR IE shall be present, while if the NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB at least the MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE shall be present.
If the Location Reporting Request Type IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node should perform the requested location reporting functionality for the UE as described in subclause 8.12.
If the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it for the RRC_INACTIVE state decision and RNA configuration for the UE and RAN paging if any for a UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. If the MICO All PLMN IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the registration area for the UE is the full PLMN and ignore the TAI List for RRC Inactive IE. If the Paging Cause Indication for Voice Service IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store and use it as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. If the PEIPS Assistance Information IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it for paging subgrouping the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8].
If the CN Assisted RAN Parameters Tuning IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node may use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the New Security Context Indicator IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall use the information as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
If the NASC IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall use it towards the UE as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context.
If the Redirection for Voice EPS Fallback IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it in a subsequent decision of EPS fallback for voice as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the SRVCC Operation Possible IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the content of the received SRVCC Operation Possible IE in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.216 [31].
If the IAB Authorized IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the handover is for an IAB node.
If the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Differentiation Information IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context for further use according to TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE User Plane CIoT Support Indicator IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and consider that User Plane CIoT 5GS Optimisation as specified in TS 23.501 [9] is supported for the UE. 
Upon reception of the UE History Information from UE IE, which is included within the Source to Target Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the collected information and use it for future handover preparations.
After all necessary resources for the admitted PDU session resources have been allocated, the target NG-RAN node shall generate the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
If the RedCap Indication IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the AMF shall, if supported, consider the UE as a RedCap UE that was previously served by a E-UTRA cell, and use the IE according to TS 23.501 [9].
For each QoS flow which has been established in the target NG-RAN node, if the QoS Monitoring Request IE was included in the QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall store this information, and, if supported, perform delay measurement and QoS monitoring, as specified in TS 23.501 [9]. If the QoS Monitoring Reporting Frequency IE was included in the QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall store this information and, if supported, use it for RAN part delay reporting.
If the NR V2X Services Authorized IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and it contains one or more IEs set to "authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the UE is authorized for the relevant service(s).
If the LTE V2X Services Authorized IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and it contains one or more IEs set to "authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the UE is authorized for the relevant service(s).
If the NR UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for NR V2X services.
If the LTE UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for LTE V2X services.
If the PC5 QoS Parameters IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as defined in TS 23.287 [33].
If the CE-mode-B Restricted IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is not set to "restricted" and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction information stored in the UE context is not set to "restricted", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Management Based MDT PLMN List IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the received information in the UE context, and use this information to allow subsequent selections of the UE for management based MDT defined in TS 32.422 [11].
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains the UE Radio Capability ID IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and TS 23.502 [10].
If the DAPS Request Information IE is included for a DRB in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall consider that the request concerns a DAPS Handover for that DRB, as described in in TS 38.300 [8]. The target NG-RAN node shall include the DAPS Response information List IE in the Target NG-RAN Node to Source NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, containing the DAPS Response Information IE for each DRB requested to be configured with DAPS Handover. 
If the Extended Connected Time IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the target NG-RAN node receives the UE Context Reference at Source IE in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, it may use it to identify an existing UE.
If the Source Node ID IE is included in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to decide whether direct forwarding path is available between the target NG-RAN node and this source RAN node. If the direct forwarding path is available, the target NG-RAN node shall include the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE in the Target NG-RAN Node to Source NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
In case there are MBS sessions the UE has joined, for all the MBS sessions the UE has joined, the SMF shall, if supported, include the MBS Session Setup Request List IE within the PDU Session Resource Setup Request Transfer IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains the MBS Session Setup Request List IE in a PDU Session Resource Setup Request Transfer IE the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.247 [44] and TS 38.300 [8].
If the MBS Active Session Information Source to Target List IE is contained in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume the indicated MBS sessions to be active and establish MBS session resources as specified in TS 23.247 [44] and TS 38.300 [8], if applicable. The target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the MBS sessions the UE has joined which are not included in the MBS Active Session Information Source to Target List IE are inactive.
If the MBS Area Session ID IE is included in the MBS Active Session Information Source to Target List IE in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN shall use this information as indication from which MBS Area Session ID the UE is handed over. 
If the MBS Service Area IE is included in the MBS Active Session Information Source to Target List IE in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN shall use this information to setup respective MBS session resources, if applicable.
If the target NG-RAN node decides to allocate resource for data forwarding for an active MBS session, respective information is provided for that MBS session within the Data Forwarding Response MRB List IE in the MBS Active Session Information Target to Source List IE in the Target NG-RAN Node to Source NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE.
If the Time Synchronisation Assistance Information IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the 5G ProSe Authorized IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and it contains one or more IEs set to "authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the UE is authorized for the relevant service(s).
If the 5G ProSe UE PC5 Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for 5G ProSe services.
If the 5G ProSe PC5 QoS Parameters IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as defined in TS 23.304 [47].
If for a given QoS flow the Source Transport Layer Address IE is included within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use it as part of its ACL functionality configuration actions for direct data forwarding, if such ACL functionality is deployed and if direct forwarding path is available between the target NG-RAN node and this source RAN node.
If for a given QoS flow the Source Node Transport Layer Address IE is included within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use it as part of its ACL functionality configuration actions for direct data forwarding, if such ACL functionality is deployed and if direct forwarding path is available between the target NG-RAN node and this source RAN node.
If for a given E-RAB the Source Transport Layer Address IE is included within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use it as part of its ACL functionality configuration actions for direct data forwarding, if such ACL functionality is deployed and if direct forwarding path is available between the target NG-RAN node and this source RAN node.
If for a given E-RAB the Source Node Transport Layer Address IE is included within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use it as part of its ACL functionality configuration actions for direct data forwarding, if such ACL functionality is deployed and if direct forwarding path is available between the target NG-RAN node and this source RAN node.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE the NGAP IE Support Information Request List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported and the target NG-RAN node accepts the request for handover, for each included NGAP Protocol IE-Id provided within the Target NG-RAN Node to Source NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message
-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Support Information IE to "supported" if the target NG-RAN node has information that the functionality associated with the indicated IE is supported
-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Support Information IE to "not-supported" if the target NG-RAN node has information that the functionality associated with the indicated IE is not supported
on the interface instance via which the HANDOVER REQUEST message has been received, and
-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Presence Information IE to "present" if the target NG-RAN node has received the respective NGAP Protocol IE-Id in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, and “not-present” otherwise.
If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE.

Interactions with RRC Inactive Transition Report procedure:
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and set to "subsequent state transition report", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send the RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message to the AMF to report the RRC state of the UE when the UE enters or leaves RRC_INACTIVE state.
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Figure 8.4.2.3-1: Handover resource allocation: unsuccessful operation
If the target NG-RAN node does not admit any of the PDU session resources, or a failure occurs during the Handover Preparation, it shall send the HANDOVER FAILURE message to the AMF with an appropriate cause value.
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-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Support Information IE to "supported" if the target NG-RAN node has information that the functionality associated with the indicated IE is supported
-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Support Information IE to "not-supported" if the target NG-RAN node has information that the functionality associated with the indicated IE is not supported
on the interface instance via which the HANDOVER REQUEST message has been received, and
-	set the NGAP Protocol IE Presence Information IE to "present" if the target NG-RAN node has received the respective NGAP Protocol IE-Id in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, and “not-present” otherwise.
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If the supported algorithms for encryption defined in the Encryption Algorithms IE in the UE Security Capabilities IE, plus the mandated support of EEA0 and NEA0 in all UEs (TS 33.501 [13]), do not match any allowed algorithms defined in the configured list of allowed encryption algorithms in the NG-RAN node (TS 33.501 [13]), the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message.
If the supported algorithms for integrity defined in the Integrity Protection Algorithms IE in the UE Security Capabilities IE, plus the mandated support of the EIA0 and NIA0 algorithm in all UEs (TS 33.501 [13]), do not match any allowed algorithms defined in the configured list of allowed integrity protection algorithms in the NG-RAN node (TS 33.501 [13]), the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message.
If the target NG-RAN node receives a HANDOVER REQUEST message which does not contain the Mobility Restriction List IE, and the serving PLMN cannot be determined otherwise by the NG-RAN node, the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message.
If the target NG-RAN node receives a HANDOVER REQUEST message containing the Mobility Restriction List IE, and the serving PLMN indicated is not supported by the target cell, the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message.
If the target NG-RAN node receives a HANDOVER REQUEST message containing an Allowed PNI-NPN List IE in the Mobility Restriction List IE which does not allow access to the cell indicated in the Target Cell ID IE, the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message with an appropriate cause value and may include the Cell CAG Information IE corresponding to this cell and the selected PLMN.
If the target NG-RAN node receives a HANDOVER REQUEST message containing a Serving PLMN IE and Serving NID IE in the Mobility Restriction List IE which does not allow access to the cell indicated in the Target Cell ID IE, the target NG-RAN node shall reject the procedure using the HANDOVER FAILURE message with an appropriate cause value.
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The purpose of the Path Switch Request procedure is to establish a UE associated signalling connection to the 5GC and, if applicable, to request the switch of the downlink termination point of the NG-U transport bearer towards a new termination point. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
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Figure 8.4.4.2-1: Path switch request: successful operation
The NG-RAN node initiates the procedure by sending the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message to the AMF. Upon reception of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transparently transfer the Path Switch Request Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session.
When the NG-RAN node has received from the radio interface the RRC Resume Cause IE, it shall include it in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message.
If the RedCap Indication IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the AMF shall, if supported, consider the UE as a RedCap UE that was previously served by a E-UTRA cell, and use the IE according to TS 23.501 [9].
After all necessary updates including the UP path switch have been successfully completed in the 5GC for at least one of the PDU session resources included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST, the AMF shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to the NG-RAN node and the procedure ends.
The list of accepted QoS flows shall be included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message within the Path Switch Request Transfer IE. The SMF shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
For each PDU session for which the Additional DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF may use each included UP transport layer information as the downlink termination point for the included associated QoS flows for this PDU session split in different tunnels.
The list of PDU sessions which failed to be setup, if any, shall be included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message within the Path Switch Request Setup Failed Transfer IE. The AMF shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
For each PDU session for which the User Plane Security Information IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF shall behave as specified in TS 33.501 [13] and may send back the Security Indication IE within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
For each PDU session for which the DL NG-U TNL Information Reused IE set to "true" is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF shall, if supported, consider that the DL TNL information contained in the DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE has been reused.
For each PDU session for which the Additional Redundant DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF may use each included UP transport layer information as the downlink termination point for the included associated QoS flows for this PDU session split in different tunnels for the redundant transmission.
For each PDU session for which the Redundant DL NG-U TNL Information Reused IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF shall, if supported, consider the included DL transport layer address as the DL transport layer address for the redundant transmission as specified in TS 23.501 [9]. 
For each PDU session for which the Global RAN Node ID of Secondary NG-RAN Node IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the SMF shall, if supported, handle this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
For each PDU session included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, if the Current QoS Parameters Set Index IE is included in the Path Switch Request Transfer IE the SMF shall consider it as the currently fulfilled QoS parameters set among the alternative QoS parameters for the involved QoS flow.
If the Security Indication IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall behave as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
If the UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall store this information and use it as the uplink termination point for the user plane data for this PDU session.
If the Additional NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall store this information and use the included UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE(s) as the uplink termination point(s) of the user plane data for this PDU session split in different tunnel.
If the Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use it as the uplink termination point for the user plane data for the redundant transmission for this PDU session as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Additional Redundant NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and use the included UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE(s) as the uplink termination point(s) of the user plane data for this PDU session split in different tunnel.
If the CN Packet Delay Budget Downlink IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, replace the previously provided CN Packet Delay Budget Downlink if any and use it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the CN Packet Delay Budget Uplink IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, replace the previously provided CN Packet Delay Budget Uplink if any and use it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the Burst Arrival Time Downlink IE is included within the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, replace the previously provided value if any and use it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it for the RRC_INACTIVE state decision and RNA configuration for the UE and RAN paging if any for a UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. If the MICO All PLMN IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the registration area for the UE is the full PLMN and ignore the TAI List for RRC Inactive IE. If the Paging Cause Indication for Voice Service IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store and use it as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. If the PEIPS Assistance Information IE is included in the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it for paging subgrouping the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state, as specified in TS 38.300 [8].
If the CN Assisted RAN Parameters Tuning IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node may use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context.
If the New Security Context Indicator IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall use the information as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
Upon reception of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the NG-RAN node shall store the received Security Context IE in the UE context and the NG-RAN node shall use it as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
If the UE Security Capabilities IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall handle it accordingly (TS 33.501 [13]).
If the Redirection for Voice EPS Fallback IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it in a subsequent decision of EPS fallback for voice as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the PDU Session Resource Released List IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall release the corresponding QoS flows and regard the PDU session(s) indicated in the PDU Session Resource Released List IE as being released. The appropriate cause value for each PDU session released is included in the Path Switch Request Unsuccessful Transfer IE contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
If the SRVCC Operation Possible IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the content of the received SRVCC Operation Possible IE in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.216 [31].
If the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Extended Connected Time IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Differentiation Information IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context for further use according to TS 23.501 [9].
If the NR V2X Services Authorized IE is contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, update its NR V2X services authorization information for the UE accordingly. If the NR V2X Services Authorized IE includes one or more IEs set to "not authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate actions to ensure that the UE is no longer accessing the relevant service(s).
If the LTE V2X Services Authorized IE is contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, update its LTE V2X services authorization information for the UE accordingly. If the LTE V2X Services Authorized IE includes one or more IEs set to "not authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate actions to ensure that the UE is no longer accessing the relevant service(s).
If the NR UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported:
-	replace the previously provided UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate, if available in the UE context, with the received value; 
-	use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for NR V2X services.
If the LTE UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported:
-	replace the previously provided UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate, if available in the UE context, with the received value; 
-	use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for LTE V2X services.
If the PC5 QoS Parameters IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as defined in TS 23.287 [33].
If the CE-mode-B Restricted IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is not set to "restricted" and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction information stored in the UE context is not set to "restricted", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE User Plane CIoT Support Indicator IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and consider that User Plane CIoT 5GS Optimisation as specified in TS 23.501 [9] is supported for the UE.
If the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the UE Radio Capability ID IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and TS 23.502 [10].
If the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the Alternative QoS Parameters Set List IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
For each PDU session, if the PDU Session Expected UE Activity Behaviour IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, handle this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the Management Based MDT PLMN List IE, the NG-RAN node shall store it in the UE context, and if supported, use it to allow subsequent selection of the UE for management based MDT defined in TS 32.422 [11].
If the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the Management Based MDT PLMN Modification List IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to overwrite any previously stored management based MDT PLMN list information in the UE context and use the received information to allow subsequent selection of the UE for management based MDT defined in TS 32.422 [11].
If the Time Synchronisation Assistance Information IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9]. 
If the 5G ProSe Authorized IE is contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, update its ProSe authorization information for the UE accordingly. If the 5G ProSe Authorized IE includes one and more IEs set to "not authorized", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate actions to ensure that the UE is no longer accessing the relevant 5G ProSe service(s).
If the 5G ProSe UE PC5 Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported:
-	replace the previously provided 5G ProSe UE PC5 Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate, if available in the UE context, with the received value; 
-	use the received value for the concerned UE’s sidelink communication in network scheduled mode for 5G ProSe services.
If the 5G ProSe PC5 QoS Parameters IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as defined in TS 23.304 [47].
If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. Otherwise, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, assume that there are no partially allowed network slices for the UE.

Interactions with RRC Inactive Transition Report procedure:
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and set to "single RRC connected state report" and the UE is in RRC_CONNECTED state, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send one RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message to the AMF to report the RRC state of the UE.
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and set to "single RRC connected state report" and the UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send to the AMF one RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message plus one subsequent RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message when the RRC state transitions to RRC_CONNECTED state.
If the RRC Inactive Transition Report Request IE is included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message and set to "subsequent state transition report", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send one RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message to the AMF to report the RRC state of the UE and subsequent RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT messages to report the RRC state of the UE when the UE enters or leaves RRC_INACTIVE state.
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If the QoS related parameters (e.g. the CN Packet Delay Budget Downlink IE or the CN Packet Delay Budget Uplink IE) are included in the Path Switch Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, but can not be succesfully accepted by the NG-RAN node, the NG-RAN node should continue to use the old values received from the source NG-RAN node, if any. The NG-RAN node shall, if supported, send the PDU SESSION RESOURCE NOTIFY message to notify the AMF.
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Figure 8.4.4.3-1: Path switch request: unsuccessful operation
If the 5GC fails to switch the downlink termination point of the NG-U transport bearer towards a new termination point for all PDU session resources, the AMF shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message to the NG-RAN node.
The NG-RAN node shall release the corresponding QoS flows and regard the PDU session(s) indicated in the PDU Session Resource Released List IE included in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message as being released. 
The appropriate cause value for each PDU session released is included in the Path Switch Request Unsuccessful Transfer IE contained in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message.
[bookmark: _Toc20954894][bookmark: _Toc29503331][bookmark: _Toc29503915][bookmark: _Toc29504499][bookmark: _Toc36552945][bookmark: _Toc36554672][bookmark: _Toc45651954][bookmark: _Toc45658386][bookmark: _Toc45720206][bookmark: _Toc45798086][bookmark: _Toc45897475][bookmark: _Toc51745675][bookmark: _Toc64445939][bookmark: _Toc73981809][bookmark: _Toc88651898][bookmark: _Toc97890941][bookmark: _Toc99123016][bookmark: _Toc99661819][bookmark: _Toc105151880][bookmark: _Toc105173686][bookmark: _Toc106108685][bookmark: _Toc106122590][bookmark: _Toc107409143][bookmark: _Toc112756332][bookmark: _Toc120536826]8.4.4.4	Abnormal Conditions
If the AMF receives a PATH SWITCH REQUEST message containing several PDU Session ID IEs (in the PDU Session Resource to be Switched in Downlink List IE) set to the same value, the AMF shall send the PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE message to the NG-RAN node.
NOTE:	As an exception, the AMF generates the Path Switch Request Unsuccessful Transfer IE.

Next Changes
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The Downlink NAS Transport procedure is used when the AMF only needs to send a NAS message transparently via the NG-RAN node to the UE, and a UE-associated logical NG-connection exists for the UE or the AMF has received the RAN UE NGAP ID IE in an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message or if the NG-RAN node has already initiated a UE-associated logical NG-connection by sending an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message via another NG interface instance.
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Figure 8.6.2.2-1: Downlink NAS transport
The AMF initiates the procedure by sending a DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message to the NG-RAN node. If the UE-associated logical NG-connection is not established, the AMF shall allocate a unique AMF UE NGAP ID to be used for the UE and include that in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message; by receiving the AMF UE NGAP ID IE in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node establishes the UE-associated logical NG-connection.
If the RAN Paging Priority IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node may use it to determine a priority for paging the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state.
The NAS-PDU IE contains an AMF – UE message that is transferred without interpretation in the NG-RAN node.
If the Mobility Restriction List IE is contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall overwrite any previously stored mobility restriction information in the UE context. The NG-RAN node shall use the information in the Mobility Restriction List IE if present in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message to:
-	determine a target for subsequent mobility action for which the NG-RAN node provides information about the target of the mobility action towards the UE;
-	select a proper SCG during dual connectivity operation;
-	assign proper RNA(s) for the UE when moving the UE to RRC_INACTIVE state.
If the Mobility Restriction List IE is not contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message and there is no previously stored mobility restriction information, the NG-RAN node shall consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE except for the PNI NPN mobility as described in TS 23.501 [9].
The NG-RAN node shall consider that roaming or access to CAG cells is only allowed if the Allowed PNI-NPN List IE is contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9]. 
The UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE should be sent to the NG-RAN node if the AMF has not sent it previously. If it is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall store the UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context, and use the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate for all Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Old AMF IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall consider that this UE-associated logical NG-connection was redirected to this AMF from another AMF identified by the Old AMF IE.
If the SRVCC Operation Possible IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the content of the received SRVCC Operation Possible IE in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.216 [31].
If the Extended Connected Time IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Differentiation Information IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context for further use according to TS 23.501 [9].
If the CE-mode-B Restricted IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message and the Enhanced Coverage Restriction IE is not set to "restricted" and the Enhanced Coverage Restricted information stored in the UE context is not set to "restricted", the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the UE Radio Capability IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall store this information in the UE context, and use it as defined in TS 38.300 [8].
If the End Indication IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message and set to "no further data", the NG-RAN node shall consider that besides the included NAS PDU in this message, there are no further NAS PDUs to be transmitted for this UE.
If the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message contains the UE Radio Capability ID IE, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and TS 23.502 [10].
If the Target NSSAI Information IE is contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node may use this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
If the Masked IMEISV IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to determine the characteristics of the UE for subsequent handling.
If the Partially Allowed NSSAI IE is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, deduce from it the partially allowed network slices for the UE. 

Interactions with Initial UE Message procedure:
The NG-RAN node shall use the AMF UE NGAP ID IE and RAN UE NGAP ID IE received in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message as identification of the logical connection even if the RAN UE NGAP ID IE had been allocated in an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message sent over a different NG interface instance.
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If the UE Capability Info Request IE set to "requested" is included in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the NG-RAN node shall trigger the UE Radio Capability Info Indication procedure if UE capability related information was successfully retrieved from the UE.
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Void.
End of Changes
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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 is discussing how to optimise the handover target selection by taking into account high importance network slices. As part of this discussion, RAN3 has identified a potential enhancement to the use of the Target NSSAI. 
According to such enhancement, the AMF is able to signal the Target NSSAI to the NG-RAN at any point in time (namely, not necessarily as a consequence of a rejected service request for a given S-NSSAI) for the purpose of enabling the NG-RAN to perform optimal mobility target selection by taking high importance slices into account. As per such solution, it should not be required that the Target NSSAI shall include a Rejected NSSAI as well as it should be possible to signal the Target NSSAI in appropriate NGAP messages. 
RAN3 has concluded that the solution described above is beneficial. Therefore, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 whether this solution can be specified as part of Rel18 to optimise slice-based mobility target selection.

2. Actions:
To SA2
ACTION: 	
RAN3 has concluded that the solution described in this LS is beneficial. Therefore, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 whether this solution can be specified as part of Rel18 to optimise slice-based mobility target selection.

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
Please check the RAN3 calendar here 
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