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1. Overall description:

RAN3 thanks SA5 ‘s consideration on this feature. In the LS, SA5 given the following understanding:

According to the understanding the X2 link between eNB and EN-DC eNB/gNB will be established in any case. As consequence the base stations are able to exchange the information about their cells, and are able to use this information for any purpose, e.g. to coordinate between each other, to perform handover, or to perform DC. Already now the network resource model offers the attribute "isENDCAllowed" to control whether the cells shall be allowed to perform EN-DC.

SA5 understands if "isENDCAllowed" is set to false, eNB and en-gNB are still able to exchange the information, e.g., resource coordination via X2, but are not allowed to perform EN-DC .

In TS 36.300, the corresponding attributes "isENDCAllowed" is defined as following. 
An X2 link may be set up between eNB and en-gNB. The NoRemove, the NoHO and the NoX2 attributes apply when the en-gNB parents the target cell. Each NCR has the following additional attribute:

-
No EN-DC: If checked, the Neighbour Cell Relation shall not be used by the eNB for EN-DC.
RAN3 concluded that, while the "isENDCAllowed" attribute allows preventing the establishment of EN-DC on a per neighbour cell relation, the attribute does not limit the number of procedures that are carried out over the EN-DC X2 connection between eNB and en-gNB. RAN3 agreed that it is beneficial to introduce an attribute that limits the procedures that can be run over an EN-DC X2 interface, in cases where the only function needed to be run between such nodes is the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination. For this reason RAN3 agreed to the following: 

RAN3 agrees to introduce the new attribute and reply to SA5 with details.

In addition, RAN3 provides the follow clarification and an example of the new attribute.  
The purpose of the new attribute ‘Only Resource Coordination’ is to enable usage of the EN-DC X2 interface only for essential procedures (e.g. EN-DC Setup, EN-DC Configuration Update) plus E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures. The new attribute should apply to E-UTRAN eNB and en-gNB. 
The new attribute is set by human operator via OAM. 
2. Actions:

RAN3 respectfully asks SA5 to take above into account.

3. Date of next TSG RAN WG3 meetings:

Updated meeting schedule can be found at: 

https://portal.3gpp.org/?tbid=373&SubTB=381#/ 


