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1 Introduction
RAN3 received an LS from SA5 in S5-234839, where the following is stated:

SA5 thanks RAN3 for the reply and clarification in LS R3-232051.
According to the understanding the X2 link between eNB and EN-DC eNB/gNB will be established in any case. As consequence the base stations are able to exchange the information about their cells, and are able to use this information for any purpose, e.g. to coordinate between each other, to perform handover, or to perform DC. Already now the network resource model offers the attribute "isENDCAllowed" to control whether the cells shall be allowed to perform EN-DC.
SA5 understands if "isENDCAllowed" is set to false, eNB and en-gNB are still able to exchange the information, e.g., resource coordination via X2, but are not allowed to perform EN-DC. 
Therefore SA5 kindly asks RAN3 to evaluate whether the existing attribute “isENDCAllowed” can be reused in the use case proposed by RAN3.
In case our understanding is not correct we would appreciate if RAN3 would be able to elaborate more on the overall use case and sequence of messages. E.g. in which node the attribute has to be set, and to which node the corresponding information will be broadcasted via X2, such that SA5 is able to take this into account.
SA5 will take the response from RAN3 into account to specify the attribute requested by RAN3 if needed. 

In this paper the received LS is discussed and a way forward on the topic is proposed.
2 Discussion
The LS from SA5 highlights the use of the “isENDCAllowed” attribute as one possible alternative to the attribute proposed by RAN3, namely the “Only Resource Coordination” attribute. 
We would like to point out that a discussion on whether the “isENDCAllowed” attribute already occurred in RAN3-116e and RAN3-117e. During those meetings it was pointed out that the main requirement from the operators bringing to 3GPP the need of the “Only Resource Coordination” attribute was that the X2 interface was used only for E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures (as well as basic procedures such as X2 Setup and configuration updates). At that time it was discussed that if the “isENDCAllowed” attribute is set to false, there might be other, non basic procedures, that the eNB and en-gNB may run, on top of the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures.
During RAN3-121, one question that was raised is whether setting of the “isENDCAllowed” attribute to “false” would cause restriction in using the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures. After internal checking we concluded that there is no reason why the “isENDCAllowed” should forbid the use of the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures. 
We can therefore conclude that using the “isENDCAllowed” attribute, namely by setting this attribute to “false”, will enable an operator to limit the procedures that can be run over the X2 interface and it will allow the operator to use the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures. When the “isENDCAllowed” attribute is set to “false”, procedures needed for basic interface management will also be allowed.
In light of the fact that we are at the end of Rel18and that it would be advisable to lñimit the impact to E-UTRAN, we conclude that using the “isENDCAllowed” attribute is sufficient for limiting the number of procedures over the X2 while being able to use the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures.

Proposal: RAN3 to agree that reusing the “isENDCAllowed” attribute is sufficient for limiting the number of procedures over the X2 while being able to use the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures and to reply to SA5 accordingly
Conclusion
In this paper the LS submitted by SA5 in S5-234839 has been analysed. The following proposal is made:
Proposal: RAN3 to agree that reusing the “isENDCAllowed” attribute is sufficient for limiting the number of procedures over the X2 while being able to use the E-UTRA – NR Cell Resource Coordination procedures and to reply to SA5 accordingly

