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1	Introduction
In this paper we discuss requirements for RA report forwarding via Xn/X2 introduced in stage 2 (BLCR to TS 37.340) at RAN3#121, and propose corresponding signalling enhancement for X2AP and XnAP.
2	Discussion
The following text was introduced in stage 2 to describe the scenario of RA report forwarding in absence of direct X2/Xn connection (SON BLCR to TS 37.340 clause 10.18.C):
“In case of NGEN-DC, in case there is no Xn connectivity between the ng-eNB retrieving the NR RA Report from the UE and the gNB serving the PSCells indicated by UE in the NR RA Report, the ng-eNB may forward the NR RA Report via Xn to an ng-eNB connected to a gNB serving the PSCells indicated in the RA Report.
In case of EN-DC, in case there is no X2 connectivity between the eNB retrieving the NR RA Report from the UE and the en-gNB serving the PSCells indicated by UE in the NR RA Report, the eNB may forward the NR RA Report via X2 to an eNB connected to an en-gNB serving the PSCells indicated in the RA Report.”
Both XnAP and X2AP provide support to indicate information about neighboring nodes in the Neighbour Information NR IE. The neighboring gNB information includes the NR cells that are served by the neighboring gNB. But it doesn’t indicate whether there is Xn/X2 connection between neighboring (ng-)eNBs and (en-)gNB that may serve as Secondary Node in DC scenario (neighbour’s neighbour). However, the stage 2 text agreed at previous meeting assumes this neighbours’ neighbour connectivity knowledge to be available in the (ng-)eNB retrieving the NR RA Report. E.g.: “the eNB may forward the NR RA Report via X2 to an eNB connected to an en-gNB serving the PSCells indicated in the RA Report”
Observation: For RA report forwarding over Xn/X2, stage 2 assumes that an (ng-)eNB has knowledge about the connectivity status of neighbours’ neighbour nodes.
A possible solution to this problem could be to simply extend the Neighbour Information NR IE to include the further information of Xn connection availability as shown in the table below. Upon receiving the Neighbour Information NR IE the MN knows to which neighboring gNB the SN in the PScell ID list has Xn connection. By knowing the connected SNs of MN’s own neighboring gNB, MN can forward the retrieved RA report to the connected neighbouring gNBs that has the Xn connection with the SNs in the PScell list even though MN doesn’t have direct Xn connection with the SNs. Then the MN’s neighbouring gNB can forward the RA report to the relevant SNs.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK81][bookmark: OLE_LINK76]Neighbour Information NR
	
	1 .. <maxnoofNeighbours>
	
	

	>NRPCI
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	NR Physical Cell ID

	>NR CGI
	M
	
	9.2.2.7
	

	>TAC
	M
	
	9.2.2.5
	Tracking Area Code

	>RANAC
	O
	
	RAN Area Code
9.2.2.6
	

	>CHOICE NR-Mode-Info
	M
	
	
	

	>>FDD
	
	
	
	

	>>>FDD Info
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>UL NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	This IE is ignored for NR operating bands for which uplink range of NREF is not defined in section 5.4.2.3 of TS 38.104 [24].

	>>>>DL NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	

	>>TDD
	
	
	
	

	>>>TDD Info
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	

	>Connectivity Support
	M
	
	9.2.2.28
	

	>Measurement Timing Configuration
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeasurementTimingConfiguration inter-node message for the neighbour cell, as defined in TS 38.331 [10].

	> Xn connection availability indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (false, true, ...)
	Indicates whether there is Xn connection to the NG-RAN node serving the NR cell.



Proposal 1: Extend the X2AP Neighbour Information NR IE to indicate the X2 connection availability to the neighbouring en-gNB node.
Proposal 2: Extend the XnAP Neighbour Information NR IE to indicate the Xn connection availability to the neighbouring NG-RAN node.
Corresponding TPs to SON BL CR for TS 36.423 and TS 38.423 have been included in annex of this paper.
3	Conclusions
Proposal 1: Extend the X2AP NR Neighbour Information IE to indicate the X2 connection availability to the neighbouring en-gNB node.
Proposal 2: Extend the XnAP Neighbour Information NR IE to indicate the Xn connection availability to the neighbouring NG-RAN node.
Corresponding TPs to SON BL CR for TS 36.423 and TS 38.423 have been included in annex of this paper.
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Annex	A - TP for SON BLCR to TS 36.423
<<< start of changes >>>
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This IE contains cell configuration information of NR cells that a neighbour node may need for the X2 AP interface.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	NR Neighbour Information
	
	1 .. <maxnoofNRNeighbours>
	
	
	–
	

	>NR Neighbour Information Item
	
	
	
	
	–
	

	 >>NRPCI
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	NR Physical Cell ID
	–
	

	>>NR CGI
	M
	
	9.2.111
	
	–
	

	>>5GS-TAC
	O
	
	OCTET STRING (3)
	Broadcast 5GS Tracking Area Code
	–
	

	>>Configured TAC
	O
	
	OCTET STRING (2)
	This is the TAC configured in the en-gNB, different from the 5GS TAC broadcast in the NR cell and enables application of Roaming and Access Restrictions for EN-DC as specified in TS 37.340 [32].
	–
	

	>>Measurement Timing Configuration
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeasurementTimingConfiguration inter-node message for the neighbour cell, as defined in TS 38.331 [31].
	–
	

	>>CHOICE NR-Neighbour-Mode-Info
	M
	
	
	
	–
	

	>>>FDD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>FDD Info
	
	1
	
	
	–
	

	>>>>>UL ARFCNFreqInfo
	M
	
	NR ARFCN Frequency Info
9.2.106
	This IE is ignored for NR operating bands for which uplink range of NREF is not defined in section 5.4.2.3 of TS 38.104 [37].
	–
	

	>>>>>DL ARFCNFreqInfo
	M
	
	NR ARFCN Frequency Info
9.2.106
	
	–
	

	>>>>>UL Carrier List
	O
	
	NR Carrier List
9.2.168
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>>TDD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>TDD Info
	
	1
	
	
	–
	

	>>>>>ARFCNNRFreqInfo
	M
	
	NR ARFCN Frequency Info
9.2.106
	
	–
	

	>>>>>Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Contains the Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR IE as defined in TS 38.423 [49].
	YES
	ignore

	>>>>>TDD UL-DL Configuration Common NR
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the TDD-UL-DL-ConfigCommon IE as defined in TS 38.331 [31].
	YES
	ignore

	>>>>>Carrier List
	O
	
	NR Carrier List
9.2.168
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>CSI-RS Transmission Indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED {activated, deactivated, ...}
	This IE indicates the CSI-RS transmission status of the given cell.
If the Additional Measurement Timing Configuration List IE is present in the NR Neighbour Information IE, this IE is ignored.
	YES
	ignore

	>>SSB Positions In Burst
	O
	
	9.2.169
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>NR Cell PRACH Configuration
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Contains the NR Cell PRACH Configuration IE as defined in TS 38.473 [44].
	YES
	ignore

	>>Additional Measurement Timing Configuration List
	O
	1 .. <maxnoofMTCItems>
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>>Measurement Timing Configuration Index
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..16)
	“0” refers to the configuration contained in the Measurement Timing Configuration IE.
Any value between “1” and “16” refers to a configuration within the Additional Measurement Timing Configuration List IE.
	–
	

	>>>CSI-RS MTC Configuration List
	M
	1 .. <maxnoofCSIRSconfigurations>
	
	This list explicitly expresses the CSI-RS configurations contained in the MTC.
	–
	

	>>>>CSI-RS Index
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..95)
	Index of CSI-RS as in MTC
	–
	

	>>>>CSI-RS Status
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (activated, deactivated, …)
	This IE indicates the CSI-RS transmission status of the configuration.
	–
	

	>>>>CSI-RS Neighbour List
	O
	1 .. <maxnoofCSIRSneighbourCells>
	
	This list expresses the cells and CSI-RSs neighbouring the CSI-RS in the CSI-RS Index IE.
	–
	

	>>>>>NR CGI
	M
	
	9.2.111
	
	–
	

	>>>>>CSI-RS MTC Neighbour List
	O
	1 .. <maxnoofCSIRSneighbourCellsInMTC>
	
	This list expresses the CSI-RSs served by the CGI, which are neighbouring the CSI-RS of the neighbour cell.
	–
	

	>>>>>>CSI-RS Index
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..95)
	
	–
	

	>> X2 connection availability indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (false, true, ...)
	Indicates whether there is X2 connection between the eNB and the en-gNB serving the NR cell.
	YES
	ignore



	[bookmark: _Hlk495437230]Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofNRNeighbours
	Maximum no. of neighbour NR cells associated to a given served cell. Value is 1024.

	maxnoofMTCItems
	Maximum no. of measurement timing configurations associated with the neighbour cell. Value is 16.

	maxnoofCSIRSconfigurations
	Maximum number of CSI-RS configurations reported in the MTC. Value is 96

	maxnoofCSIRSneighbourCells
	Maximum number of cells neighbouring a CSI-RS coverage area. Value is 16

	maxnoofCSIRSneighbourCellsInMTC
	Maximum number of CSI-RS coverage areas neighbouring a specific CSI-RS coverage area. Value is 16




<<< end of changes >>>
Annex	B - TP for SON BLCR to TS 38.423
<<< start of changes >>>
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This IE contains cell configuration information of NR cells that a neighbour NG-RAN node may need to properly operate its own served cells.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Neighbour Information NR
	
	1 .. <maxnoofNeighbours>
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk513474852]>NRPCI
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	NR Physical Cell ID

	>NR CGI
	M
	
	9.2.2.7
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk512697863]>TAC
	M
	
	9.2.2.5
	Tracking Area Code

	>RANAC
	O
	
	RAN Area Code
9.2.2.6
	

	>CHOICE NR-Mode-Info
	M
	
	
	

	>>FDD
	
	
	
	

	>>>FDD Info
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>UL NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	This IE is ignored for NR operating bands for which uplink range of NREF is not defined in section 5.4.2.3 of TS 38.104 [24].

	>>>>DL NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	

	>>TDD
	
	
	
	

	>>>TDD Info
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info
9.2.2.19
	

	>Connectivity Support
	M
	
	9.2.2.28
	

	>Measurement Timing Configuration
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeasurementTimingConfiguration inter-node message for the neighbour cell, as defined in TS 38.331 [10].

	>Xn connection availability indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (false, true, ...)
	Indicates whether there is Xn connection to the NG-RAN node serving the NR cell.



	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofNeighbours
	Maximum no. of neighbour cells associated to a given served cell. Value is 1024.




<<< end of changes >>>

