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1	Discussion

The 3GPP Release 17 SDT (and R18) solution(s) is efficient for transmitting small amounts of data as the UE can be kept in RRC Inactive state reducing the RRC signalling and additional procedures needed when UE is switched to RRC Connected state. 
However, for sending larger amounts of data, the RRC Inactive state including SDT UL/DL transmission is not optimized from radio capacity perspective as the RRC Connected mode channel quality information (CQI), beam, SRS, etc. reporting is not used between the UE and gNB. As a result, the gNB cannot estimate so well the radio link quality for the UE which negatively impacts the modulation and coding used. Thus, for the data transmission lower MCS and more PRBs compared to RRC Connected mode are typically used in RRC_inactive SDT to avoid large amount of retransmissions.

Observation 1: once SDT has started, if large amount of data appears in the buffer, continuing transmission in SDT mode is inefficient compared to transmitting in RRC connected state.

The observation above means that it would be beneficial to switch to RRC connected state if large amount of data appears in the buffer during the SDT transaction. However, at the moment, the current 3GPP R17/18 SDT or other 3GPP specified functionality does not allow the possibility for gNB to switch the UE to RRC Connected state based on large amount of pending UL/DL data after the SDT procedure has been initiated in gNB.

Possible solutions

The gNB-DU is aware through the BSR (Buffer Status Report) of the amount of data that is available for transmission during the SDT transaction. On the other hand, the gNB-CU CP should be the node to decide and operate the switch to RRC connected state. Several options are available:

Solution 1: the gNB-DU reports regularly the buffer status to the gNB-CU CP as assistance information so that gNB-CU CP can evaluate the need to switch to RRC connected state.
Solution 2: the gNB-DU is itself configured with some threshold of data volume and if the buffer status overcomes the threshold the gNB-DU informs the gnB-CU CP that the threshold has been crossed or directly that “RRC connected state “ is requested.
Solution 3: the gNB-CU CP sends to the gNB-DU at context setup a value of buffer threshold above which it requests the gNB-DU to inform when it is overcome.

Other options may be possible.

If solution 2 is selected the gNB-DU could inform the gNB-CU CP in F1AP Context Modification required message.
If solution 3 is referred instead, the gNB-CU CP could configure the threshold value in the gNB-DU using the F1AP UE context modification request message.

Proposal 1: It is proposed that RAN3 discusses and selects one of the solutions above. 






	
3	Conclusion
This paper has investigated the issue of how to switch to RRC connected mode during an SDT transaction when bigger amount of data volume appears in the buffer to be transmitted. It proposes several options to select from.
Proposal 1: RAN3 to discuss the possibility to switch to RRC connected state during an SDT transaction and select one of the proposed solutions.
A draft TP for option 2 is presented as example in the annex A.
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This message is sent by the gNB-DU to request the modification of a UE context.
Direction: gNB-DU  gNB-CU.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Resource Coordination Transfer Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the SgNB Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in subclause 9.2.117 of TS 36.423 [9] for EN-DC case or MR-DC Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in TS 38.423 [28] for NGEN-DC and NE-DC cases.
	YES
	ignore
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	O
	
	9.3.1.26
	
	YES
	reject

	DRB Required to Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB Required to Be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>DL UP TNL Information to be setup List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	-
	

	>>>DL UP TNL Information to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDLUPTNLInformation>
	
	
	-
	

	>>>>DL UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information
9.3.2.1
	gNB-DU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of DL PDUs.
	-
	

	>>RLC Status
	O
	
	9.3.1.69
	Indicates the RLC has been re-established at the gNB-DU.
	YES
	ignore

	>>Additional PDCP Duplication TNL List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>>Additional PDCP Duplication TNL Items
	
	1 .. <maxnoofAdditionalPDCPDuplicationTNL>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>>Additional PDCP Duplication UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information
9.3.2.1
	gNB-CU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of DL PDUs.
	-
	

	SRB Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>SRB Required to be Released List Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	-
	

	DRB Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB Required to be Released List Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	Cause
	M
	
	9.3.1.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	BH RLC Channel Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>BH RLC Channel Required to be Released Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofBHRLCChannels>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>BH RLC CH ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.113
	
	-
	

	SL DRB Required to Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>SL DRB Required to Be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSLDRBs> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>SL DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.120
	
	-
	

	SL DRB Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>SL DRB Required to be Release Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSLDRBs> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>SL DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.120
	
	-
	

	Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List
	
	0 .. <maxnoofCellsinCHO>
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Target Cell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI 9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-

	Uu RLC Channel Required to be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Uu RLC Channel Required to be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofUuRLCChannels>
	
	
	-
	

	>>Uu RLC Channel ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.266
	
	-
	

	Uu RLC Channel Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Uu RLC Channel Required to be Released Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofUuRLCChannels>
	
	
	-
	

	>>Uu RLC Channel ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.266
	
	-
	

	PC5 RLC Channel Required to be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>PC5 RLC Channel Required to be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofPC5RLCChannels>
	
	
	-
	

	>>PC5 RLC Channel ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.265
	
	-
	

	>>Remote UE Local ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.267
	
	-
	

	PC5 RLC Channel Required to be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>PC5 RLC Channel Required to be Released Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofPC5RLCChannels>
	
	
	-
	

	>>PC5 RLC Channel ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.265
	
	-
	

	>>Remote UE Local ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.267
	
	-
	

	UE Multicast MRB Required to Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>UE Multicast MRB Required to Be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofMRBsforUE> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>MRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.224
	MRB ID for the UE.
	-
	

	>>MRB type reconfiguration
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, ...)
	
	-
	

	>>MRB Reconfigured RLC mode
	C-ifMRBTypeReconf
	
	MRB RLC Configuration
9.3.1.275
	
	-
	

	>>Multicast F1-U Context Reference CU
	O
	
	9.3.2.13
	
	YES
	reject

	UE Multicast MRB Required to Be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>UE Multicast MRB Required to Be Released Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofMRBsforUE> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>MRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.224
	MRB ID for the UE.
	-
	

	SDT Volume threshold crossed

	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, ...) 
	
	YES
	reject



Not modified
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-- ASN1START 
-- **************************************************************
--
-- PDU definitions for F1AP.
--
-- **************************************************************

F1AP-PDU-Contents { 
itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 
ngran-access (22) modules (3) f1ap (3) version1 (1) f1ap-PDU-Contents (1) }

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

-- **************************************************************
--
-- IE parameter types from other modules.
--
-- **************************************************************

IMPORTS
	BroadcastMRBs-FailedToBeModified-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-FailedToBeSetup-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-FailedToBeSetupMod-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-Modified-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-Setup-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-SetupMod-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-ToBeModified-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-ToBeReleased-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-ToBeSetup-Item,
	BroadcastMRBs-ToBeSetupMod-Item,
	Candidate-SpCell-Item,
	Cause,
	Cells-Failed-to-be-Activated-List-Item,
	Cells-Status-Item,
	Cells-to-be-Activated-List-Item,
	Cells-to-be-Deactivated-List-Item, 
	CellULConfigured,
	CriticalityDiagnostics, 
	C-RNTI,
	CUtoDURRCInformation, 
	Data-Volume-Threshold-Crossed,
	DRB-Activity-Item,
	DRBID,

Not modified
	id-ConfirmedUEID,
	id-CriticalityDiagnostics,
	id-C-RNTI,
	id-CUtoDURRCInformation,
	id-Data-Volume-Threshold-Crossed,
	id-DRB-Activity-Item,
	id-DRB-Activity-List,



Not modified

-- **************************************************************
--
-- UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED
--
-- **************************************************************

UEContextModificationRequired ::= SEQUENCE {
	protocolIEs			ProtocolIE-Container       { { UEContextModificationRequiredIEs} },
	...
}

UEContextModificationRequiredIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-gNB-CU-UE-F1AP-ID							CRITICALITY reject	TYPE GNB-CU-UE-F1AP-ID									PRESENCE mandatory	}|
	{ ID id-gNB-DU-UE-F1AP-ID							CRITICALITY reject	TYPE GNB-DU-UE-F1AP-ID									PRESENCE mandatory	}|
	{ ID id-ResourceCoordinationTransferContainer		CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE ResourceCoordinationTransferContainer			PRESENCE optional	}|
	{ ID id-DUtoCURRCInformation						CRITICALITY reject	TYPE DUtoCURRCInformation								PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List				CRITICALITY reject	TYPE DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List					PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List				CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List					PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List				CRITICALITY reject	TYPE DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List					PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-Cause										CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE Cause													PRESENCE mandatory	}|
	{ ID id-BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-List		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-List			PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List				PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List				PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-targetCellsToCancel							CRITICALITY reject	TYPE TargetCellList											PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-UuRLCChannelRequiredToBeModifiedList		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UuRLCChannelRequiredToBeModifiedList			PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-UuRLCChannelRequiredToBeReleasedList		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UuRLCChannelRequiredToBeReleasedList			PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-PC5RLCChannelRequiredToBeModifiedList		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE PC5RLCChannelRequiredToBeModifiedList			PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-PC5RLCChannelRequiredToBeReleasedList		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE PC5RLCChannelRequiredToBeReleasedList			PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-List	CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-List	PRESENCE optional  }|
	{ ID id-UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-List	CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-List	PRESENCE optional  }|
	{ ID id-Data-Volume-Threshold-crossed	CRITICALITY reject	TYPE Data-Volume-Threshold-Crossed	PRESENCE optional  },
	...
} 

DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofDRBs)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-ItemIEs } }
DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofDRBs)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs } }

SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofSRBs)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs } }

BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofBHRLCChannels)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs } }

DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE DRBs-Required-ToBeModified-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE DRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item			PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE BHChannels-Required-ToBeReleased-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-List::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofSLDRBs)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-ItemIEs } }
SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-List::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofSLDRBs)) OF ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs } }

SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SLDRBs-Required-ToBeModified-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item			CRITICALITY reject	TYPE SLDRBs-Required-ToBeReleased-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofMRBsforUE)) OF 
							ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-ItemIEs} }

UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-Item	CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeModified-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}

UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofMRBsforUE)) OF 
							ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-ItemIEs} }

UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-ItemIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-Item		CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UE-MulticastMRBs-RequiredToBeReleased-Item		PRESENCE mandatory},
	...
}


-- **************************************************************

Not modified
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-- ASN1START 
-- **************************************************************
--
-- Information Element Definitions
--
-- **************************************************************

F1AP-IEs {
itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 
ngran-access (22) modules (3) f1ap (3) version1 (1) f1ap-IEs (2) }

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

IMPORTS

Not modified
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Data-Volume-Threshold-Crossed::= ENUMERATED{true,... }

DCBasedDuplicationConfigured::= ENUMERATED{true,..., false}
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-- ASN1START 
-- **************************************************************
--
-- Constant definitions
--
-- **************************************************************

F1AP-Constants { 
itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 
ngran-access (22) modules (3) f1ap (3) version1 (1) f1ap-Constants (4) } 

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

Not modified
[bookmark: _Hlk133961049]id-TwoPHRModeSCG									ProtocolIE-ID ::= 693
id-ExtendedUEIdentityIndexValue						ProtocolIE-ID ::= 694
id-ServingCellMO-List								ProtocolIE-ID ::= 695
id-ServingCellMO-List-Item							ProtocolIE-ID ::= 696
id-ServingCellMO-encoded-in-CGC-List				ProtocolIE-ID ::= 697
id-Data-Volume-Threshold-Crossed					ProtocolIE-ID ::= xxx


END
-- ASN1STOP 





























