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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the clarifications concerning the handling of partially allowed NSSAI by the gNB.

RAN3 has further discussed the encoding of the partially allowed S-NSSAI in the gNB.

Based on SA2 answer, RAN3 understanding is that the gNB should be able to discriminate whether an S-NSSAI received from AMF is an allowed S-NSSAI or a partially allowed S-NSSAI. This is because the partially allowed S-NSSAI must be handled differently in the gNB compared to an allowed S-NSSAI: 
· The partially allowed S-NSSAI remains stored in the RAN UE context in a non-supporting TA so that gNB can potentially steer the UE into a supporting TA during mobility, in contrast to an allowed S-NSSAI which is removed from the stored list of Allowed NSSAI when UE moves to a non-supporting TA (as per legacy handling of an Allowed S-NSSAI).

· To match legacy behavior (backwards compatibility with legacy nodes), any allowed S-NSSAI is expected by gNB to be supported in any current cell where the UE is but this is not true for a partially allowed S-NSSAI which is not supported in the cells of non-supporting TAs.
· Keeping the PDU session context of partially allowed S-NSSAI in RAN is needed to be able to reactivate the PDU session resources in RAN when the UE moves again into a supporting TA without needing the additional signalling with AMF/SMF of NGAP location reporting and PDU session resource setup again.

Therefore, RAN3 agreed the attached CR where the partially Allowed S-NSSAI can be sent in NGAP messages together with the Allowed NSSAI but as a separate list in order to enable gNB to discriminate between the Allowed S-NSSAIs and the Partially Allowed S-NSSAIs. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group:

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to take into account the above. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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