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Reason for 
change:

The current specification or handling of the 'Combining Control Field' in RNSAP specification requires some clarification, since it is not in line with the content of 25.430, v.3.1.0, that reads

5.2.6.1
Combining/Splitting and Control

Node B may perform combining/splitting of data streams communicated via its cells. RNC performs combining/splitting of Iub data streams received from/sent to several Node B(s).

The UL combining of information streams may be performed using any suitable algorithm, for example:

-
[FDD - based on maximum ratio algorithm (maximum ratio combining)];

-
[FDD - based on quality information associated to each TBS (selection-combining)];

-
[TDD - based on the presence/absence of the signal (selection)].
When requesting the addition of a new cell for a UE-UTRAN connection, the RNC can explicitly request to the Node B a new Iub data stream, in which case the combining and splitting function within the Node B is not used for that cell. Otherwise, the Node B takes the decision whether combining and splitting function is used inside the Node B for that cell i.e. whether a new Iub data stream shall be added or not.

The internal Node B handling of the combining/splitting of radio frames is controlled by the Node B.
The CR clarifies, in line with text above, that the 'must' value of the Combining control field' is a request for the combining in the Node B that may or may not be fulfilled by the Node B. In the second case, the Node B shall be capable to return a failure message with an appropriate cause value. This is clearly stated in the unsuccessful operation of the RL Setup/Addition procedures..

Text of the RL Setup and RL Addition procedure is to be modified in similar way as in the related CR to RNSAP. Modification to 25.433 v 3.1.0 to be included in a second revision of the CR
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