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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thanks SA2 for their questions and would like to provide following answers:

Q1: 
Can the handover be optimized/enhanced to prevent the UE from leaving the network slice service area or steer the UE so it is entering into the network slice service area?
Proposed Answer: Yes, handover can be optimized so as to keep the UE in the network slice service area or steer the UE to enter the network slice service area as long as radio conditions allow it and the gNBs support the exchange of slice load information over Xn.

Q2: 
Should the PDU sessions be handed over anyhow to a cell where its network slice has zero resources configured (i.e. no data transmission can happen for the PDU sessions of the network slice) i.e. can such PDU session be retained upon connected mode mobility? 
Proposed Answer: for a UE handed over to a cell with zero resources, the (target) gNB should release the PDU sessions resources and inform the 5GC using the Path Switch Request or PDU Session Notify messages possibly adding a new cause value or IE. The 5GC can then decide whether to retain the PDU session or release it.  

Q3:
if Area of Interest reporting is configured to let the CN know when the UE is outside the area when the area is the AoS of the S-NSSAI, can the AoI be identified by the S-NSSAI? (I.e. the S-NSSAI is used as AoI identifier to mean where resources are allocated for the S-NSSAI).
Proposed Answer: the gNB can inform the 5GC of the UE moving in and out of the AoS using the existing NGAP Path Switch Request and PDU Session Notify messages possibly enhanced with a new cause value or IE. There is no need to involve AoI, Location reporting control and location report procedures. 

Q4:
Can RAN trigger, if configured to do so, the release of the PDU Sessions or deactivation of the UP resources of PDU sessions according to policy as the UE is moving to an area where zero resources are allocated to their network slice?

Proposed Answer: see answer to Q2.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group:

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to take the above feedback into account.  

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3#119bis                    17 – 26 April 2023



e-meeting

- 2 -

